
LOG LINE 

In Iceland, from one sunset to another, Una, a young art student encounters love, 
friendship, sorrow and beauty. 

 

SHORT SYNOPSIS 

When the light breaks on a long summer’s day in Iceland. From one sunset to another, Una, 
a young art student encounters love, friendship, sorrow and beauty. 
 

LONG SYNOPSIS 

The longest days in your life are those where a loved one dies. Exhausting waves of feeling 
lap each other over the hours, stretching and blurring them as disbelief gives way to panic, 
to fatigue, to deep and paralyzing sadness, all while practical tasks mount and accelerate. 
As you struggle through forms, travel plans and an immediate onslaught of phone calls, the 
memory of yesterday taunts you with its nearness and distance. How could life have been 
so diJerent then? Will it ever be so ordinary again? In “When the Light Breaks,” Rúnar 
Rúnarsson poignantly dramatizes the vastness, smallness and strangeness of one such 
day, following rawly bereaved art student Una (Elín Hall) through the immediate, 
suJocating aftermath of her lover Diddi’s sudden passing — with spiraling emotions further 
confused by unresolved secrets between her and the dead. 


