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 Short Synopsis 

 A  promising  figure  skater  flees  from  Russia  to  Finland  to  escape  her  inhumane  circumstances.  Despite 

 the  bright  future  and  new  possibilities,  her  past  won’t  let  go  of  her.  She  realizes  facing  her  troubled 

 past is her only option to make it to the top. 

 Long Synopsis 

 A  young  and  promising  Russian  Figure  Skater  is  found  beaten  and  frostbitten  on  the  side  of  a  motorway 

 in  Finland.  In  hospital  officials  find  a  letter  from  her  belongings  and  are  able  to  locate  her  Finnish 

 Grandmother  who  offers  the  shelter  of  her  home  to  her  granddaughter  whom  she  has  not  seen  for 

 years. 

 With  her  Grandmother’s  help,  the  Figure  Skater  tries  to  reconnect  with  the  culture  that  she  has  long 

 forgotten  after  the  tragic  death  of  her  Mother.  She  applies  for  a  renewal  of  her  social  security  status 

 and  undergoes  painful  past  memories  that  have  led  to  eating  disorders,  restless  nights  and  obsessive 

 behaviour. 

 Following  her  Grandmother’s  suggestion,  the  Figure  Skater  contacts  the  top  figure  skating  club  of 

 Finland.  She  gets  a  new  chance  with  skating  and  starts  to  train  for  the  nationals,  ultimate  goal  being 

 the  World  Championships.  Training  starts  well  with  the  new  team  that  consists  of  Finnish  Skaters, 

 Finnish Coach, Choreographer and Ballet Teacher. 

 Despite  the  intensive  training  the  first  national  competition  doesn’t  go  as  planned.  In  order  to  get  the 

 best  out  of  herself  she  needs  to  face  her  past.  The  Figure  Skater  and  the  Grandmother  go  through  the 

 shared loss of the Mother, which opens up a new page in their life and deepens their relationship. 

 For  the  first  time  in  her  life  the  Figure  Skater  finds  a  true  friend  from  the  Ballet  Teacher  who  helps  her 

 to  open  up  about  past  training  and  what  she  has  sacrificed  for  the  skating.  Through  unexpected 
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 attention  from  an  Ice  Hockey  Goaltender,  she  realizes  her  thoughts  about  the  opposite  sex  are 

 extremely mixed. 

 The  Figure  Skater’s  social  security  gets  renewed  and  the  future  starts  to  look  promising.  She  begins  to 

 enjoy  her  new  life  in  Finland  and  finds  joy  in  the  fresh  choreographies.  The  second  national 

 competition  is  a  success  and  she  gets  selected  into  the  national  team  becoming  a  Finnish  deputy  for 

 the World Championships. 

 A  Reporter  gets  interested  in  the  Figure  Skater’s  past  and  lures  her  into  a  live  interview.  Being  heavily 

 pressured  about  jumping  to  Finland,  the  Figure  Skater  decides  to  reveal  everything.  She  tells  that  on 

 top  of  the  harsh  training  methods,  she  was  forced  into  prostitution  to  finance  her  skating  in  Russia.  It 

 becomes  apparent  that  her  mentally  unstable  Father  played  a  key  role  in  the  whole  thing  and  as  a 

 member of the skating club’s decision making organ sustained the prostitution ring. 

 The  Skater  walks  the  Reporter  through  the  events  that  led  her  to  flee.  She  is  relieved  to  share  her  story 

 but  unfortunately  the  news  travels  far  and  on  the  night  before  heading  to  the  world  championships, 

 the  Father  intrudes  into  the  Grandmother’s  apartment.  They  get  into  a  life-threatening  fight,  which 

 ends as the Grandmother puts an end to the vicious cycle. 

 Amazingly,  the  Figure  Skater  survives  and  manages  to  participate  in  the  competition  of  her  life.  Finally 

 her future looks bright. 

 3 



 Free Skate - EPK - Bright Fame Pictures 

 Director Roope Olenius and lead actress-writer Veera W. Vilo on a break during filming. 

 Production Information 

 Free  Skate  is  a  brave  and  unapologetic  coming-of-age  story  of  a  young  woman  who  flees  from  Russia  to 

 Finland  to  escape  her  inhumane  circumstances.  The  drama-thriller  set  in  the  figure  skating  world, 

 marks  the  second  directorial  feature  film  of  Roope  Olenius.  The  story  is  written  by  Veera  W.  Vilo  and  it’s 

 based  on  her  own  experiences  as  a  top  gymnast,  her  colleagues'  similar  experiences  in  the  aesthetic 

 sports,  and  the  disturbing  female  athletes  and  dancers’  stories  from  around  the  world  that  have  risen 

 to  public  awareness  after  the  start  of  the  #metoo  movement.  The  film  doesn’t  just  reveal  the  harsh 

 methods  and  demanding  routines  of  the  figure  skating  world  but  sheds  some  needed  light  to  the 

 unfortunate connection between female sports and human trafficking. 

 The  film  stars  Veera  W.  Vilo,  Leena  Uotila,  Karoliina  Blackburn  and  Jevgeni  Haukka  with  figure  skating 

 stunts  being  performed  by  Belgian  Olympic  skater  Loena  Hendrickx.  The  multilingual  film  (English, 

 Finnish,  Russian)  was  made  by  a  versatile  and  multiethnic  production  team  (e.g.  Finnish,  Russian, 

 Belgian,  Estonian,  Danish,  Syrian,  Georgian,  Romanian,  Ukrainian,  Indian,  Ingrian  Finn).  Due  to  making  a 

 film  about  human  rights,  the  producers  made  it  their  mission  to  uphold  that  the  production  team  was 

 50/50  female-male  and  all  ages,  and  that  it  included  people  of  different  sexual  minorities.  The  film  is  a 

 combination  of  sports  and  art;  many  of  the  scenes  were  made  with  real  athletes  (figure  skating, 

 gymnastics, ballet, ice hockey) in real locations to guarantee authenticity. 

 The  production  of  Free  Skate  began  in  January  2019  and  ended  in  December  the  same  year.  Consisting 

 of  60  filming  days,  the  production  was  divided  into  several  filming  segments  due  to  the  needed  wintry 

 weather,  the  accessibility  of  ice  halls  and  the  schedule  of  the  Belgian  stunt  performer.  The  filming  took 

 place  all  over  the  Western  and  Southern  Finland,  the  main  locations  being  the  cities  of  Espoo, 

 Hämeenlinna, Forssa and Pori. 
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 The crew preparing the next shot at the Metro Arena ice hall 2019. 

 When  considerable  amount  of  the  principal  photography  was  completed  by  the  end  of  August  2019, 

 the  post-production  started  simultaneously  to  ensure  the  needed  time  for  the  delivery  of  the  visual 

 effects;  a  staggering  total  for  a  Finnish  independent  film,  which  would  consist  of  250  VFX  shots  that 

 included  3D  remodelling  of  three  ice  halls  and  the  creation  of  audiences  for  the  competition  scenes. 

 After  wrapping  up  with  the  B-roll  and  Loena  Hendrickx’s  stunts  later  in  the  year,  a  picture  lock  was 

 finally  reached  in  February  2020.  Due  to  the  outbreak  of  Covid-19  and  the  lockdowns  following  it,  the 

 film’s  post-production  was  slowed  down  unexpectedly  as  some  attached  collaborators  had  to  withdraw 

 due  to  the  rise  of  the  challenges  brought  up  by  the  pandemic.  The  film  was  successfully  completed  by 

 the beginning of June, 2021. 

 “There  are  no  figure  skating  films  like  this,  and  there  aren't  many  figure  skating  films  in  the  first  place. 

 The  sport  has  been  exposed  in  the  media  for  quite  some  time  now  around  the  world,  so  Free  Skate  will 

 be extremely topical.” 

 -  Teea Siltanen,  Producer, actress and synchronized  skating world champion 2013 

 “We  makers  believe  in  Free  Skate  and  its  possibilities.  It  is  absolutely  vital  that  untold  deeds  come  into 

 daylight,  because  that  is  the  only  way  to  change  the  course  of  the  future.  I  am  proud  of  the  team  that 

 made this film with passion. Human rights belong to everyone. Free Skate belongs to everyone.” 

 - Saara Elina  ,  Actress and former ballerina 
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 Specifications 

 English title:  Free Skate 

 Director:  Roope Olenius 

 Writer:  Veera W. Vilo 

 Production year:  2021 

 Country of origin:  Finland 

 Duration:  2hrs 22sec 

 Genre:  Thriller, Drama, Sports 

 Language:  English, Finnish, Russian 

 Filming format:  Canon C300 MK II, 4K 422 10 bit 

 Output format:  24fps, 2K DCP 2.39.1, 5.1 Mix 

 Production company:  Bright Fame Pictures 

 Co-Production:  Brave Teddy Oy, Optipari Oy, Whitepoint  Oy 

 Distribution (USA & Canada):  IndieCan Entertainment  Inc 

 Cast 

 Veera  W.  Vilo  (Figure  Skater),  Leena  Uotila  (Grandmother),  Karoliina  Blackburn  (Finnish  Coach), 

 Jevgeni  Haukka  (Father),  Saara  Elina  (Ballet  Teacher),  Miikka  J.  Anttila  (Choreographer),  Sirke  Lääkkölä 

 (Russian  Head  Coach),  Regina  Launivuo  (Russian  Coach),  Beata  Harju  (Reporter),  Ilona  Chevakova 

 (Russian Skater),  Slava Dugin  (Fixer),  Viivi Pumpanen  (Mother) 

 Crew 

 Directed  by:  Roope  Olenius  ,  Written  by:  Veera  W.  Vilo  ,  Produced  by:  Roope  Olenius,  Veera  W.  Vilo, 

 Teea  Siltanen  ,  Miikka  J.  Anttila,  Executive  Producers:  Sergio  Uguet  De  Resayre,  Petteri  Olenius  , 

 Director  Of  Photography:  Mikko  Kaurio  ,  Editor:  Artturi  Rostén  ,  Sound  Designer:  Tuomo  Marttinen  , 

 Composer:  Jussi Huhtala  , Visual Effects Supervisor:  Jani M. Löthman 
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 ROOPE OLENIUS 

 Director, Producer, Actor 

 Roope  Olenius  (1987)  is  an  award-winning  Finnish 

 director,  actor  and  producer  who  has  become 

 known  as  one  of  the  forth-pushing  powers  behind 

 the new wave of Finnish independent filmmaking. 

 After  graduating  with  his  Bachelor  of  Fine  Arts 

 degree  from  New  York  Film  Academy  in  2013, 

 Olenius  moved  back  to  Finland  to  work  on  film  and 

 television.  Pursuing  work  mainly  as  an  actor, 

 Olenius  quickly  found  himself  attached  in  many 

 films  and  television  series  to  play  roles  of  all 

 magnitude,  the  most  notable  work  being  his  role 

 in  Bunny the Killer Thing  (2015). 

 His  directorial  debut  and  festival  success  Tuftland 

 premiered  in  2017,  winning  multiple  awards  for 

 Olenius  both  as  a  director  and  producer,  including 

 Best  Feature  Director  at  the  Other  Worlds  Austin 

 Sci-fi  Film  Festival.  Free  Skate  is  the  second 

 directorial  film  of  Olenius.  Currently  Olenius  will  be  seen  as  an  actor  in  one  of  the  most  celebrated 

 Finnish  television  series  Ex-onnelliset  (2016-)  and  art-house  thriller  Red  Static  (2021),  which  he  has  also 

 produced. 

 Olenius  is  the  head  of  Bright  Fame  Pictures.  He  resides  in  Espoo,  Finland  with  his  spouse  Veera  W.  Vilo 

 and  their  three  children.  Before  his  film  career  he  pursued  professional  careers  as  an  ice-hockey 

 goaltender and heavy metal musician. 

 Director’s Statement 

 ”Free  Skate  is  a  brave  and  realistic  coming-of-age  story  of  a  young  woman,  set  in  the  figure  skating 

 world.  The  film  not  only  discusses  the  practice  methods,  psyche  and  human  rights  of  the  athletes  but 

 sheds  light  on  the  unfortunate  connection  between  female  sports  and  human  trafficking,  which  we 

 have  become  increasingly  more  aware  after  the  rise  of  the  #metoo  movement.  Our  aim  was  to  make  a 

 European  sports  film  that  doesn’t  just  glamorize  the  sports,  but  dares  to  dig  deeper  into  being  a  real 

 human  being  in  the  sometimes  overly  demanding  professional  sports.  There’s  well  enough  superhero 

 films  in  the  world  and  quite  a  few  sports  films  fit  that  genre  already  better  than  well.  The  least  we 

 wanted  to  do  was  to  make  another  superficial  film  where  we  see  the  protagonist  champion  through  an 

 artificial  story  without  any  basis  in  real  life.  It  was  an  imperative  for  us  to  dive  into  the  suffering  and 

 cherish the pain so that we could truly celebrate the joy of succeeding and becoming something new.” 

 7 

https://www.imdb.com/title/tt3375286?ref_=nmbio_mbio


 Free Skate - EPK - Bright Fame Pictures 

 VEERA W. VILO 

 Lead Actress, Writer, Producer 

 V  eera  W.  Vilo  (1990)  is  a  Finnish  actress,  filmmaker 

 and  a  world  champion  in  aesthetic  group 

 gymnastics.  She  is  the  lead  actress,  producer  and 

 screenwriter of Free Skate. 

 Vilo  is  an  aesthetic  group  gymnastics  junior  world 

 champion  2005,  senior  world  champion  2008  and 

 a  world  cup  winner  2008  (Olarin  Voimistelijat, 

 Deltat).  After  her  retirement  from  gymnastics  at 

 the  peak  of  her  career,  Vilo  decided  to  pursue 

 acting  by  enrolling  in  the  University  of  Wales 

 Trinity  Saint  David  from  where  she  graduated  with 

 a  BA  in  Acting  in  2014.  Upon  her  return  to  Finland 

 she  quickly  became  one  of  the  spearheads, 

 sometimes  even  referred  to  as  the  “indie  queen”, 

 in  the  new  wave  of  Finnish  independent 

 filmmaking  ,  acting  in  many  roles  as  well  as 

 producing. 

 For  her  latest  film  Tuftland  (2017)  Vilo  has  been  awarded  thrice  as  a  producer.  Vilo  was  also  nominated 

 for  Best  International  Female  Actor  at  the  Västerås  Film  Festival  for  her  performance  in  the  film.  Her 

 other  credits  include  Bunny  the  Killer  Thing  (2015),  A  Man  and  A  Woman  (2016)  and  Love  Records: 

 Gimme  Some  Love  (2016).  Currently  Vilo  will  be  seen  in  an  arthouse  thriller  Red  Static  (2021),  which 

 she has also produced. 

 Vilo  has  three  children  and  a  production  company  Bright  Fame  Pictures  together  with  his  spouse  Roope 

 Olenius. 

 Writer’s Statement 

 ”Free  Skate  -screenplay  is  a  result  of  many  year’s  meditation,  inspired  by  my  own  experiences,  the 

 experiences  of  my  friends  and  colleagues,  rumours,  news  and  stories.  The  world  is  full  of  films  about 

 male  sports.  No  athlete's  journey  is  easy,  but  the  world  colored  by  paychecks,  pressure  and  steroids 

 often  seen  in  male  sports  films  doesn’t  compare  to  the  horrors  happening  behind  the  scenes  of 

 beauty-driven  female-led  sports  such  as  figure  skating  and  gymnastics.  Especially  when  the  top  athletes 

 in  these  sports  are  often  children.  This  is  what  I  wanted  to  write  about.  New  scandals  amongst  the 

 figure  skating  and  gymnastics  worlds  came  out  while  we  were  filming  Free  Skate,  and  it  just  made  the 

 feeling stronger: this is exactly the film we have to do right now.” 
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 PRODUCERS 

 TEEA SILTANEN  (Producer, Actress  ) 

 Teea  Siltanen  (1992)  is  a  Finnish  film  producer,  performer  and  a  world  champion  in  synchronized 

 skating. 

 Starting  from  Espoon  Taitoluisteluklubi  at  the  tender  age  of  four  Siltanen  made  it  eventually  to  Team 

 Unique  and  synchronized  skating  national  team.  Siltanen  won  the  Finnish  championship  and  World 

 championship during the same year in 2013 with Team Unique. 

 Siltanen  made  her  debut  in  the  film  business  as  a  co-producer  in  Tuftland  (2017).  In  Free  Skate  she  acts 

 as  an  actress-producer.  Part  of  her  job  description  for  the  project  was  to  coach  and  overlook  the 

 training of the actors playing figure skaters in the film. 

 MIIKKA J. ANTTILA  (Producer, Actor) 

 Miikka  J.  Anttila  (1988)  is  a  Finnish  actor,  filmmaker  and  marketing  expert.  He  has  acted  in  multiple 

 Finnish  theatre  plays,  films  and  television  series  and  produced  feature  films,  commercials,  music 

 videos, short films and events. He has also written and directed commercials. 

 Anttila  started  his  acting  career  in  amateur  theatre  in  2005.  From  there  he  has  successfully  made  his 

 way  to  the  life  of  a  professional  actor.  Anttila  made  his  debut  on  the  big  screen  in  Tuftland  (2017),  in 

 which he also acted as a key producer. 

 SERGIO UGUET de RESAYRE  (Executive Producer) 

 Sergio  Uguet  de  Resayre  (1979)  is  a  Spanish-American  filmmaker  who  has  held  positions  in  multiple 

 areas  of  the  entertainment  industry  in  multiple  countries.  He  is  an  executive  producer  in  Crumbs 

 (2015),  Tuftland  (2017) and  Jesus Shows You the Highway  (2019) and producer in  Ham on Rye  (2019). 

 Uguet  de  Resayre  has  a  Film  and  screenwriting  Degree  from  Emerson  College  in  Boston,  and  a  Master’s 

 Degree  in  TV  Production  from  Tracor  in  Madrid.  He  has  been  a  part  of  several  directing  teams  in 

 Spanish  prime-time  drama  television  shows  before  joining  the  ranks  of  FOX  International  Channels 

 where  he  held  positions  in  Spain,  Poland,  Turkey  and  Finland  in  the  broadcast  field.  He  has  also 

 collaborated with Iron Sky Universe Oy, makers of the  Iron Sky  franchise films. 

 CAST 

 LEENA UOTILA  (Grandmother) 

 Leena  Uotila  (1947)  is  an  award-winning  Finnish  actress  who  is  a  true  veteran  with  more  than  one 

 hundred  film  and  television  credits  since  1971.  On  top  of  her  extensive  film  and  television  career  she 

 has  acted  in  countless  theatre  productions  and  is  a  founding  member  of  the  famous  Finnish  theatre 
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 Ryhmäteatteri  (1967).  Uotila  won  the  Finnish  Academy  award  “Jussi”  for  the  best  actress  in  Cripple  in 

 Love  (1975) and got nominated for the best actress  in a leading role in  Off Key  (2015)  . 

 Most  recently  she  has  charmed  the  international  audience  as  a  leading  lady  in  a  film  Ladies  of  Steel 

 (2020). 

 KAROLIINA BLACKBURN  (Finnish Coach) 

 Karoliina  Blackburn  (1972)  is  a  Finnish  actress,  writer  and  a  Finnish  champion  in  thai  boxing.  She  is  best 

 known  for  her  roles  in  tv-series  Pirunpelto  (2009-2013)  and  Ex-onnelliset  (2016-)  and  film  Vares:  The 

 Sheriff  (2005). 

 In  addition  to  acting  on  screen  and  on  stage  she  has  published  a  children’s  book,  does  olympic  diving 

 and  has  won  the  thai  boxing  Finnish  championship  in  under  60kg  division  in  2004.  Most  recently  she 

 has worked in a contemporary production involving pole dancing in rest homes. 

 JEVGENI HAUKKA  (Father) 

 Jevgeni  Haukka  (  1962  ,  Petroskoi  )  is  a  Finnish  actor  who  has  worked  at  the  National  Theatre  of  Karelia  in 

 Russia.  Haukka  graduated  from  the  Russian  State  Institute  of  Performing  Arts.  In  addition  to  theatre 

 Haukka  has  acted  in  many  films  and  television  series  including  Spy  Games  (1999),  Hovimäki 

 (1999-2003),  Look  of  a  Killer  (2011)  and  Shadow  Lines  (2019).  He  has  also  worked  as  an  assistant 

 director at  Abandoned Houses, Empty Homes  (2000). 

 Haukka works as the head of the acting department at Suomen Teatteriopisto in Tampere. 

 SAARA ELINA  (Ballet Teacher) 

 Saara  Elina  (1986)  is  a  Finnish  actress  and  a  former  ballet  dancer  who  has  acted  in  several  Off-Off 

 Broadway  plays,  short  films  and  music  videos  in  New  York,  before  returning  to  Europe  in  2012  where 

 she has been working in film and television ever since. 

 Encouraged  by  her  parents,  both  classical  musicians,  Elina  picked  up  ballet  in  Tampere  at  the  tender 

 age  of  four.  She  continued  her  training  at  the  Finnish  National  Opera  Ballet  School.  She  pursued  acting 

 after  being  accepted  at  the  American  Academy  of  Dramatic  Arts  in  New  York  from  where  she  graduated 

 in  2010.  She  is  best  known  for  her  roles  in  Tuftland  (2017)  ,  Selim  (2019)  and  dramatised  war  document 

 He jäivät  (2017)  .  Next she will be seen in an arthouse  thriller  Red Static  (2021). 

 SIRKE LÄÄKKÖLÄ  (Russian Head Coach) 

 Sirke Lääkkölä (1966) is a Finnish actress and theatre director. 

 Lääkkölä  got  her  acting  degree  from  the  Russian  State  Institute  of  Performing  Arts  located  in  St. 

 Petersburg. She also has a Master’s Degree in Philosophy from Finland. 
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 Lääkkölä  has  had  a  long-lasting  and  versatile  career  in  theatre,  most  notable  works  being  Russian  and 

 Finnish  classic  stage  plays  from  writers  Dostojevski,  Canth  and  Jotuni.  On  top  of  theatre  work  Lääkkölä 

 has done numerous roles in Finnish film and television. She also works as an acting teacher. 

 REGINA LAUNIVUO  (Russian Coach) 

 Regina  Launivuo  (1983)  is  a  Finnish  actress  and  singer  born  in  Leningrad,  Soviet  Union.  Her  family 

 moved to Finland as Ingrian Finn returnees in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed. 

 Launivuo  got  her  acting  degree  in  2006  from  the  Russian  State  Institute  of  Performing  Arts  located  in 

 St.  Petersburg.  Ever  since  she  has  acted  in  numerous  theatre  plays,  guest  starred  in  several  tv-series 

 and  pursued  a  career  in  music  as  a  singer-songwriter.  Launivuo  has  participated  in  the  wildly  popular 

 Voice  of Finland  twice. 

 Launivuo is older sister to Ilona Chevakova who is also part of the main cast. 

 ILONA CHEVAKOVA  (Russian Skater) 

 Ilona  Chevakova  (1986)  is  a  Finnish  actress  and  singer  born  in  Leningrad,  Soviet  Union.  Her  family 

 moved to Finland as Ingrian Finn returnees in 1991 when the Soviet Union collapsed. 

 Chevakova  got  her  acting  degree  in  2008  from  Millennium  Performing  Arts  in  London.  Her  most 

 notable  works  include  roles  in  the  final  season  of  Netflix’s  popular  series  The  Last  Kingdom  ,  Finland’s 

 biggest  primetime  tv-series  Secret  Lives  and  Renny  Harlin's  film  Reunion  3:  Singles  Cruise  .  On  top  of 

 screen work Chevakova is a reputable theatre and voice actor in Finland. 

 Chevakova is younger sister to Regina Launivuo who is also part of the main cast. 

 CREW 

 MIKKO KAURIO (  Director of Photography) 

 Mikko  Kaurio  (1989)  is  a  Finnish  cinematographer  experienced  in  multiple  feature  films,  television 

 productions,  sports  events,  short  films  and  commercials.  He  is  best  known  for  his  debut  feature  film 

 Tuftland  (2017)  and  One  Half  of  Me  (2020).  Kaurio  has  also  worked  as  a  cameraman  in  various  prime 

 time  television  series  such  as  Putous  (2010-)  and  Finnish  Dancing  with  the  Stars  (2006-)  and  Ice  Hockey 

 Finland (SM-Liiga) matches. 

 Armed  with  his  father’s  video  cameras  Kaurio  began  making  his  own  films  at  a  very  young  age.  Beyond 

 it  being  a  mere  hobby  he  quickly  developed  a  passion  for  cameras  and  filming  which  he  pursued  when 

 he  studied  it  at  a  career  college.  It  became  a  way  of  life  when  he  was  selected  to  study  film  and 

 television  at  the  University  of  Applied  Sciences  Arts  Academy  in  Turku  from  which  he  graduated  in 

 2010. 
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 Kaurio is an owner in Brave Teddy Oy, which acted as a co-production company in Free Skate. 

 JUSSI HUHTALA (C  omposer) 

 Jussi  Huhtala  (1978)  is  a  Finnish  award-winning  film  composer,  musician  and  sound  designer.  He  is  a 

 self-taught  musician  with  piano  and  strings  as  his  main  instruments.  His  style  of  composing  can  be 

 called  organic  as  he  plays  most  of  the  instruments  and  creates  the  sounds  himself.  Since  2002,  he  has 

 composed,  arranged  and  produced  music  for  several  films  and  videogames,  best  known  for  his 

 composition in feature films  Tuftland  (2017) and  Bunny  the Killer Thing  (2015). 

 Next,  Huhtala’s  music  will  be  heard  in  feature  films  Rendel  2:  Cycle  of  Revenge,  Gravedigger  and  the 

 Random People  and  Backwood Madness  . 

 TUOMO MARTTINEN (S  ound designer) 

 Tuomo  Marttinen  (1987)  is  a  sound  designer  and  mixer  from  Lapland,  known  for  his  all-embracing  work 

 in  feature  films  such  as  Tuftland  (2017)  and  Bunny  the  Killer  Thing  (2015).  He  has  also  done  sound  work 

 for  films  such  as  Diva  of  Finland  (2019)  and  Rendel  (2017),  documentaries  Aalto  (2020)  and  Wheels  of 

 Freedom  (2018),  and  Finnish  prime  time  television  series  Secret  Lives  (1999-),  Uusi  Päivä  (2010-2018) 

 and  Tehtävä  Lapissa  (2017).  Next  Marttinen’s  work  will  be  heard  in  upcoming  superhero  sequel  Rendel 

 2: Cycle of Revenge. 

 JANI M. LÖTHMAN (VFX  supervisor) 

 Jani  M.  Löthman  (1978)  is  a  Finnish  VFX  supervisor  and  a  passionate  concept  artist.  He  brings  to  the 

 table  his  vast  technological  knowledge  and  experience  of  softwares  and  pipelines.  His  previous  projects 

 include  animation  for  games  and  movies,  music  videos  and  short  films.  He  held  the  same  work 

 positions successfully in  Tuftland  (2017), which had  over 160 visual effects shots in it. 

 ARTTURI ROSTÉN (E  ditor) 

 Artturi  Rostén  (1991)  is  a  Finnish  filmmaker.  Despite  his  young  age  he  has  worked  in  countless  short 

 films,  music  videos  and  feature  films  as  a  director,  editor  and  special  effects  artist.  He  has  also  worked 

 for  many  film  festivals.  His  most  noted  works  for  the  big  audience  are  special  effects  work  for 

 Euthanizer  (2017) and  The  Girl King  (2015). 

 Rostén  graduated  both  as  a  director  and  editor  from  the  University  of  Applied  Sciences  Arts  Academy 

 in Turku in 2017. While studying,  Rostén participated  in 92 different media productions. 
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 Fun Facts 

 Many  of  the  actors  cast  in  Free  Skate  played  something  very  familiar  to  them.  Veera  W.  Vilo  as  a  former 

 top  athlete  played  a  top  athlete,  Saara  Elina  as  a  former  ballerina  and  ballet  teacher  played  a  ballerina 

 and  ballet  teacher,  Roope  Olenius  as  a  former  ice  hockey  goaltender  played  and  ice  hockey  goaltender, 

 and  Teea  Siltanen  ja  Anette  Mankolanaho  as  former  skaters  played  skaters  just  to  name  a  few.  Even  the 

 filming crew got to play a filming crew in the television studios sequence. 

 Loena  Hendrickx  is  Teea  Siltanen  and  Veera  W.  Vilo’s  favourite  figure  skater  and  it  was  a  dream  come 

 true  to  get  Hendrickx  to  do  the  most  demanding  stunts  of  the  film.  It  was  noted  during  filming  that 

 Hendrickx  resembled  the  lead  actress  Vilo’s  physique  and  movement  to  the  extent  that  no  face 

 replacements were needed to be done in the post-production. 

 A  fair  amount  of  one  of  the  big  competition  scenes  was  filmed  a  day  after  the  bittersweet  Women’s  Ice 

 Hockey  World  Championship  at  the  Metro  Arena.  The  ice  was  in  such  bad  shape  after  the  Finland-USA 

 final  match  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  Vilo  to  skate  and  complete  the  shots  that  were  scheduled 

 for the day. 

 Many  of  the  legendary  buildings  and  landscapes  in  the  film  have  been  demolished  or  heavily  altered 

 after the filming, so Free Skate preserved history by accident. 
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 CONTACT 

 Roope Olenius 

 Director, Producer 

 Bright Fame Pictures 

 roope@brightfamepictures.com 

 +358405632905 

 Veera W. Vilo 

 Writer, Producer 

 Bright Fame Pictures 

 veera@brightfamepictures.com 

 +358445769769 

 Sergio Uguet de Resayre 

 Executive Producer 

 sergiouguet@gmail.com 

 +13232510167 

 IndieCan Entertainment Inc. 

 Distribution Company (North America) 

 Avi Federgreen, 

 avif@indiecanent.com 

 +1 416-898-3456 

 Facebook, Instagram, TikTok 

 #FreeSkateMovie @FreeSkateMovie 
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