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SYNOPSES 
 
LONG SYNOPSIS 
In this beautifully photographed tour de force of original thinking, Academy Award winner, Jeff Bridges 
shares the screen with scientists, profound thinkers and a dazzling array of Earth’s living creatures to reveal 
eye-opening concepts about ourselves and our past, providing fresh insights into our subconscious 
motivations and their unintended consequences. 
 
Living in the Future's Past shows how no one can predict how major changes emerge from the spontaneous 
actions of the many.  How energy takes many forms as it moves through and animates everything.  How, as 
we come to understand our true connection to all there is, we will need to redefine our expectations, not as 
what we will lose, but what we might gain by preparing for something different. 
 
 
SHORT SYNOPSIS 
Jeff Bridges shares the screen with scientists and profound thinkers going beyond politics and borders to 
look under the hood of humanity, revealing eye-opening concepts about ourselves and our past, providing the 
keys to a better future.  
 
 
LOG LINE 
Jeff Bridges, alongside scientists, looks under the “hood of humanity”, exploring ourselves, and our past, 
providing the keys to a better future. 
 
TAG LINE 
“What kind of future would you like to see?” 
                                             -Jeff Bridges 
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DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT 
 
Living in the Future’s Past is a definite departure from the usual “ecological documentary.” 

As a Documentarian, I’ve always been interested in what makes us and other animals tick. The film gives us 
a greater understanding of both the physical and the unconscious mechanisms at play in our inner and outer 
world, like ‘optimal foraging strategy’ or sexual selection.  We’re not the only animals with social and 
economic relationships to the environment.  

Living in the Future’s Past started when Executive Producer Jim Swift became curious about why we do what 
we do in the face of environmental challenges.  Eventually, this curiosity became a collaboration between 
Jeff Bridges and myself, although a great deal of the direction this documentary took is due to the 
fascinating details provided by the people we interviewed.  

This film digs deep on many levels.  As Jeff likes to say, we wanted to “look under the hood of humanity,” so 
to speak, and also to explain all energy flows, including our ‘fossil fuel slaves,’ in a way that seems to be a 
revelation to audiences.  

Energy, emergence, entropy, and a re-thinking of the porous boundaries of nature are several important 
messages.  We want people to take the information and apply it to their own lives in unique and creative 
ways.  Desire takes on new meaning the more we understand our subconscious motivations.  

I hope people see the film – regardless of political affiliation.  Living in the Future's Past will spark thought. 
Because of the varied nature of the film, nobody is, or should be, walking away with the same thing.  

On a personal note, I think most great documentaries share a certain intellectual curiosity and open-
mindedness.  They document rather than preach and they are willing to follow the story wherever it leads. 
Some are emotional and some are cerebral, but they all share an intellectual curiosity. 

The challenge and the joy in creating this documentary was in incorporating the philosophical ideas of 
object-oriented ontology in order to blur the lines between all things, whether those things are human, non- 
human, climate, timescales, or the built environment.  While refusing to apply the common demand for a tidy 
conclusion, Living in the Future's Past gives us the necessary keys to activate our ability to reason and to 
engage our flexible minds in the face of oncoming challenges. 

 
SUSAN KUCERA 
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DIRECTOR’S BIOGRAPHY 

Susan Kucera started film-making at age 9 behind the 16mm Bolex film camera on the Athabasca 
Glacier helping her dad, a glaciologist and professor, making science films for Britannica.  This was her 
initiation to a love of seeing life through a lens.  Now, she does the cinematography for all her documentaries 
with the ground-breaking RED Weapon. 
 
“I think most great documentaries share a certain intellectual curiosity and open-mindedness. They 
document rather than preach and they are willing to follow the story wherever it leads.  Some are 
emotional and some are cerebral, but they all share an intellectual curiosity.” 

Susan has made several other compelling films.  She produced, wrote, directed, and filmed Trading on Thin 
Air (2009) starring Nation Magazine’s Alex Cockburn, For the Love of Tango (2014), starring Jorge Torres of 
Broadway’s Forever Tango, and Improv(e) (2011), a documentary short highlighting the work of the Unusual 
Suspects Theatre Company and the teens from John C. Fremont High School in LA.  She directed, filmed, 
edited, and produced award-winning Breath of Life (2014), starring Richard Dawkins, and was the 
cinematographer for Milkmen (2015).   
 
Susan’s films have been featured in the U.S. and Canada on Netflix, Hulu, Amazon Prime, Shaw, NHK, KCET, 
LINK TV, Time Warner, and more, and translated for and featured on platforms in China, Germany and 
Argentina.  Breath of Life has been sponsored by the University of Melbourne, Melbourne Sustainable Society 
Institute, University of Bristol Festival of Ideas, The Rockefeller Foundation’s Cabot Institute for the 
Environment, The Blue Planet Foundation, Pangeaseed Foundation, and more.  
 
Susan is currently working on Range Riders, a documentary about ranchers, wolves, grizzlies, cowboys (and 
women) living in our managed ‘wildscapes’.  Is co-existence possible in our modern industrial society?  
Susan explores the stories of those who are making it possible. 
 
Susan lives in Hawaii and Washington State. 
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CAST & EXPERT SPEAKER LIST 
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 

 

 
 

Jeff Bridges  
Actor, Artist, Producer, Humanitarian 

  
Dr. Piers Sellers  

Director of the Earth Science Division at NASA 
Meteorologist and Astronaut 

(IN MEMORIAM) 
  

Wesley Clark  
General, US Army (ret.) 

Former NATO Supreme Allied Commander 
  

Oren Lyons  
Environmental Activist 

Professor of American Studies  
  

Dr. Timothy Morton  
Philosopher and Author,  

’Humankind’ and ‘Dark Ecology,’  
Rice University, Texas 

  
Bob Inglis 

Former (R) Congressman, South Carolina  
Founder Enterprise and Energy Initiative   

  
Dr. Rich Pancost  

Head of School of Earth Sciences, 
Professor of Biogeochemistry (Earth Systems), 

Director of the University of Bristol Cabot Institute, 
Bristol, UK 

  
Dr. Ruth Gates  
Marine Biologist 

Director, Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology,  
University of Hawaii at Manoa 

  
Dr. Renee Lertzman  

 Author, ‘Environmental Melancholia’ 
  

Dr. Leonard Mlodinow 
Physicist and Author, ‘The Upright Thinkers’ 

 
 

 
 

Dr. Bruce Hood  
Professor of Developmental Psychology, 

University of Bristol, UK 
Author, ‘The Self Illusion’ 

  
Dr. Mark Plotkin  

Ethnobotanist 
Amazon Conservation Team President 

 
Dr. Amy Jacobson  

Evolutionary Anthropologist  
Human Behavioral Ecologist 

  
Daniel Goleman 

 Psychologist, Science Journalist 
Author, ‘Emotional Intelligence’ 

  
Dr. Stephan Lewandowsky  

Professor of Cognitive Psychology 
University of Bristol, UK 

  
Dr. Nathan Hagens  

Director, Institute for the Study of Energy & Our Future 
Co-Founder, Bottleneck Foundation 

PhD, Natural Resources 
Instructor: Reality 101, University of Minnesota  

  
Dr. Joseph Tainter  

Professor of Anthropology 
Author, ‘Collapse of Complex Societies’ 

  
Dr. Ugo Bardi  

Professor of Physical Chemistry, 
University of Florence, Italy 

  
Paul Roberts 

Journalist and Author,  
‘End of Oil’, ’The Impulse Society’ 

  
Dr. Ian Robertson 

Cognitive Neuroscientist,  
University of Dublin, Ireland 
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CAST & EXPERT SPEAKER BIOGRAPHIES 
IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 

 
JEFF BRIDGES 
Actor, Artist, Producer, Humanitarian 
 
Jeff Bridges is one of Hollywood’s most successful actors and a seven-time Academy Award® nominee, as 
well as a singer and producer.  His 2009 performance in “Crazy Heart” deservedly garnered the iconic 
performer his first Oscar® for Best Performance by an Actor in a Leading Role.  The performance also earned 
him the Golden Globe, SAG Award and the IFP/Spirit Award for Lead Actor.  Bridges’ moving and multi-
layered performance is one of many in a career that spans decades. 
 
Bridges earned his first Oscar® nod in 1971 for Best Supporting Actor in Peter Bogdanovich’s “The Last 
Picture Show,” co-starring Cybill Shepherd.  Three years later, he received his second-Best Supporting Actor 
nomination for his role in Michael Cimino’s “Thunderbolt and Lightfoot.”  By 1984 he landed top kudos with a 
Best Actor nomination for playing the alien in “Starman”; that performance also earned him a Golden Globe 
nomination.  In 2001, he was honored with another Golden Globe nomination and his fourth Oscar® 
nomination for his role in “The Contender,” Rod Lurie’s political thriller, in which Bridges played the President 
of the United States. 
 
In December 2010 his reunion with the Coen Brothers in the critically acclaimed western “True Grit” landed 
him his sixth Oscar® nomination.  In 2017 he received his seventh Oscar® nomination for Best Supporting 
Actor as a retiring Texas Ranger in “Hell or High Water” a modern action bank heist thriller set in west 
Texas.  The critically acclaimed film premiered Un Certain Regard at the 2016 Cannes Film festival, and was 
written by Taylor Sheridan and directed by David Mackenzie. He also received a Golden Globe and SAG 
nomination for his performance. 
 
He will next be seen in 20th Century Fox’s mystery/thriller “Bad Times at The El Royale” as Father Daniel Flynn 
for writer/director Drew Goddard. The film stars Chris Hemsworth, Jon Hamm and Dakota Johnson and will 
be released October 12th. 

Additionally, on October 5th he can be seen and heard in “Living in The Future’s Past,” directed by Susan 
Kucera. 

The actor’s multi-faceted career has cut a wide swathe across all genres, and he has starred in numerous 
box office hits.   
 
Bridges has also been seen in the drama “Only Living Boy in New York,” “The Kingsman Golden Circle,” and in 
the action drama “Only The Brave.”  Before that he was seen in the first animated feature film adaptation of 
Antoine de Saint-Exupery’s iconic masterpiece “The Little Prince” as the Aviator for director Mark Osborne.  
In August 2014, Bridges starred in “The Giver” opposite Meryl Streep.  Based on the bestselling young adult 
novel by Lois Lowry, the film – which he also produced – was a passion project of his for more than 2 
decades and was directed by Phillip Noyce.  In 2010 he starred in the highly anticipated 3D action-adventure 
“TRON: Legacy.”  Bridges reprised his role of video-game developer Kevin Flynn from the classic 1982 film 
“TRON.”  With state-of-the-art technology, “TRON: Legacy” featured Bridges as the first actor in cinematic 
history to play opposite a younger version of himself.  
 
Prior to “Crazy Heart,” he starred in “A Dog Year” for HBO Films/ Picturehouse, based on the memoir by Jon 
Katz and directed by George LaVoo and garnered an Emmy nomination; as well as opposite Robert Downey, 
Jr. in the Paramount Pictures/Marvel Studios blockbuster “Iron Man,” (2008).  He starred opposite Shia 
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LaBeouf in the Academy Award®-nominated “Surf’s Up,” from Sony Pictures Animation.  Prior to that, he was 
in his second film for director Terry Gilliam, entitled “Tideland.” 
 
In 1998, he starred in the Coen brothers’ cult comedy “The Big Lebowski.”  
 
BEYOND ACTING 

In 1983, Jeff founded the End Hunger Network, a nonprofit organization dedicated to feeding children around 
the world.  Jeff produced the End Hunger televent, a three-hour live television broadcast focusing on world 
hunger.  The televent featured leading film, television and music stars in an innovative production to educate 
and inspire action. 
 
He is currently the national spokesman for the Share Our Strength/No Kid Hungry campaign that is fighting 
to end childhood hunger in America.  
 
Through his company, AsIs Productions, he produced “Hidden in America,” which starred his brother 
Beau.  That television movie, produced for Showtime, received a Golden Globe nomination in 1996 for Best 
TV/Cable Film and garnered a Screen Actors Guild nod for Best Actor for Beau Bridges.  The film was also 
nominated for two Emmy Awards.   
 
One of Jeff’s true passions is photography.  In 2013, Jeff was the recipient of an Infinity Award, presented by 
the International Center of Photography, NY.  Proceeds from books of his photography are donated to the 
Motion Picture & Television Fund, a nonprofit organization that offers charitable care and support to film-
industry workers. 
 
In February 2015 Jeff released a spoken word/ambient album titled “Sleeping Tapes.” The collaboration was 
co-produced with musician Keefus Ciancia who also supplied the music. All proceeds from the album sales 
go to Share Our Strength’s No Kid Hungry campaign.  
 
In August 2011, Jeff released his self-titled major label debut album for Blue Note Records.  Multiple-
Grammy Award-winning songwriter, musician and producer T Bone Burnett produced the album.  The 
critically acclaimed album was a follow up to his first solo effort “Be Here Soon,” on Ramp Records, the 
Santa Barbara, CA label he co-founded with Michael McDonald and producer/singer/songwriter Chris 
Pelonis.  In 2014 he released his first live album “Jeff Bridges & The Abiders Live” and has been touring off 
and on when he is not working.  
 
Jeff and his wife Susan divide their time between their home in Santa Barbara, California, and their ranch in 
Montana. 
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DR. PIERS SELLERS (IN MEMORIAM, 1955 - 2016) 
Former Director of the Earth Science Division at NASA 
Meteorologist and Astronaut 
 
 
Piers Sellers, PhD, was a British-born climate scientist for NASA who remained optimistic about the fate of 
the Earth despite the grim climate change models he oversaw and who gained American citizenship to fulfill 
a childhood dream of becoming an astronaut.  Piers served as branch chief for the NASA International Space 
Station (ISS) Operations Branch of the Astronaut Office and as an EVA (Extravehicular Activities / 
spacewalks) instructor.  A veteran of three space flights, Piers logged a total of over 34 days, 23 hours in 
space, including six spacewalks. 
 
Throughout his career, Sellers focused on characterizing and understanding changes in the Earth’s climate 
system.  He was particularly interested in interactions between the Earth’s biosphere — its life — and the 
atmosphere.  Before joining the astronaut corps, Piers worked at NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 
(NASA/GSFC) on research into how the Earth’s Biosphere and Atmosphere interact.  His work involved 
computer modeling of the climate system, satellite remote sensing studies and field work utilizing aircraft, 
satellites and ground teams in places such as Kansas, Russia, Africa, Canada and Brazil. 
 
Dr. Sellers was awarded several honors, including the NASA Exceptional Scientific Achievement Award 
(1994), the Arthur S. Flemming Award (1995), Fellowship of the American Geophysical Union (1996), the 
Houghton Award of the American Meteorological Society (1997), Fellowship of the American Meteorological 
Society (1997), and as an Officer of the British Empire (OBE) for services to science (January 2011). 
Sellers earned his PhD in Biometeorology in 1981 from Leeds University, United Kingdom. 
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WESLEY CLARK 
General, US Army (ret.) 
Former NATO Supreme Allied Commander 
 
 
 
In 38 years of service in the United States Army, Wesley K. Clark rose to the rank of four-star general as 
NATO’s Supreme Allied Commander, Europe.  Since retiring from the military in 2000, he has become an 
investment banker, businessman, commentator, author and teacher.  In September 2003, he answered the 
call to stand as a Democratic candidate for President of the United States, where his campaign won the state 
of Oklahoma and launched him to national prominence before he returned to the private sector in February 
2004.  Clark has chaired several public and private companies, and is a progressive leader in pursuing energy 
solutions. 
 
Clark graduated first in his class at West Point and completed degrees in philosophy, politics and economics 
at Oxford University (B.A. and M.A.) as a Rhodes Scholar.  While serving in Vietnam, he commanded an 
infantry company in combat, where he was severely wounded and evacuated home on a stretcher. He 
commanded at the battalion, brigade and division level, and served in a number of significant staff positions, 
including service as the Director Strategic Plans and Policy (J-5).  Clark finished his career as NATO 
commander and Supreme Allied Commander Europe where he led NATO forces to victory in Operation Allied 
Force, saving 1.5 million Albanians from ethnic cleansing. 
 
His awards include the Presidential Medal of Freedom, Defense Distinguished Service Medal (five awards), 
silver star, bronze star, purple heart, honorary knighthoods from the British and Dutch governments, and 
numerous other awards from other governments, including award of Commander of the Legion of Honor 
(France). 
 
The author of three books, Waging Modern War: Bosnia, Kosovo and the Future of Combat; Winning Modern 
War: Iraq, Terrorism and the American Empire; and A Time to Lead: For Duty, Honor, Country, Clark also serves 
as Chairman/CEO of Wesley K. Clark & Associates, a strategic consulting firm, and Co-Chairman of Growth 
Energy.  Founded in 2004, Wesley K. Clark & Associates uses his expertise, relationships, and extensive 
international reputation and experience in the fields of energy, alternative energy, corporate and national 
security, logistics, aerospace and defense, and investment banking. 
 
Clark joined UCLA as a senior fellow at the Burkle Center for International Relations in UCLA’s International 
Institute in 2006, where he teaches seminars, publishes through the Burkle Center, and hosts an annual 
conference of government, corporate and opinion leaders from around the world on national security.  Clark 
currently serves in leadership positions with a number of non-profit public service organizations, including 
City Year Little Rock/North Little Rock (Board Chair), the International Crisis Group (Board Member), the 
Center for Strategic and International Studies (Distinguished Senior Advisor), the Center for American 
Progress (Trustee),  the United States Institute of Peace (United Nations Task Force Member), VoteVets 
(Board of Advisors), and the General Accountability Office (Advisory Board Member).  He also serves as a 
member of the Clinton Global Initiative’s Energy & Climate Change Advisory Board and ACORE’s Advisory 
Board.
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OREN LYONS 
Environmental Activist 
Professor of American Studies  
 
 
 
Oren Lyons is a member of the Onondaga and Seneca nations of the Iroquois Confederacy, and a 
Faithkeeper of the Turtle Clan of the Onondaga Nation.  As Faithkeeper, Chief Oren is responsible for 
maintaining the customs and traditions of his people, while representing their message to the world 
community.  
 
A world-renowned leader and visionary for peace, justice, and sovereignty, Chief Oren Lyons has worked with 
Indigenous Peoples around the world as well as the United Nations for recognition of Indigenous rights.  He 
has addressed the UN General Assembly and other gatherings of world leaders, is a member of the advisory 
committee for the UN Environment Program, and continues to share the wisdom of the Haudenosaunee as a 
speaker, author, publisher, and board member of the Traditional Circle of Indian Elders and Youth as well as 
the Seventh Generation Fund for Indian Development. 
 
He is also a prominent member of the UN Global Forum of Spiritual and Parliamentary Leaders, and retired 
Professor Emeritus of American Indian Studies, SUNY Buffalo.  Lyons is the author of several books, and a 
much in demand global lecturer.  He is the subject of many documentaries and films.  
 
Along with several other awards, he is recipient of the Ellis Island Congressional Medal of Honor, the United 
Nations NGO World Peace Prize, the Smithsonian’s award for Art and Cultural Achievement, and Sweden’s 
Prestigious Friend of the Children Award along with colleague, Nelson Mandela. 
 
Lyons is a celebrated artist and painter, a member of the Lacrosse Hall of Fame and a tireless activist for 
American Indian causes and humanity’s responsibilities to the earth and future generations. 
 
"The law says if you poison the water, you’ll die. The law says that if you poison the air, you’ll suffer. The law 
says if you degrade where you live, you’ll suffer… If you don’t learn that, you can only suffer. There’s no 
discussion with this law."  - Oren Lyons 
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DR. TIMOTHY MORTON 
Philosopher 
Professor, Rice University, Texas 
Author: ’Humankind’ and ‘Dark Ecology’ 
 
 
Timothy Morton, PhD, is Rita Shea Guffey Chair in English at Rice University.  He has collaborated with Björk, 
Jennifer Walshe, Olafur Eliasson, Haim Steinbach, Emilija Škarnulytė and Pharrell Williams.   
 
He is the author of Being Ecological (Penguin, 2018), Humankind: Solidarity with Nonhuman People (Verso, 
2017), Dark Ecology: For a Logic of Future Coexistence (Columbia, 2016), Nothing: Three Inquiries in Buddhism 
(Chicago, 2015), Hyperobjects: Philosophy and Ecology after the End of the World (Minnesota, 2013), Realist 
Magic: Objects, Ontology, Causality (Open Humanities, 2013), The Ecological Thought (Harvard, 2010), 
Ecology without Nature (Harvard, 2007), eight other books, and 200 essays on philosophy, ecology, literature, 
music, art, architecture, design and food.  In 2014 Morton gave the Wellek Lectures in Theory.  
 
A member of the object-oriented philosophy movement, Morton's work explores the intersection of object-
oriented thought and ecological studies.  
 
Dr. Morton's use of the term 'hyperobjects' was inspired by Björk's 1996 single 'Hyperballad' although the 
term 'Hyper-objects' (denoting n-dimensional non-local entities) has also been used in computer science 
since 1967.  Morton uses the term to explain objects so massively distributed in time and space as to 
transcend localization, such as climate change and styrofoam. 
 
“One of the things that modern society has damaged has been thinking. Unfortunately, one of the damaged 
ideas is that of Nature itself.  How do we transition from seeing what we call “Nature” as an object “over 
there”?  And how do we avoid “new and improved” versions that end up doing much the same thing 
(embeddedness, flow and so on), just in a “cooler,” more sophisticated way? 
 
“When you realize that everything is interconnected, you can't hold on to a concept of a single, solid, present-
at-hand thing “over there” called Nature.” 
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BOB INGLIS 
Former (R) Congressman (R-SC4 1993-1999; 2005-2011) 
Founder Enterprise and Energy Initiative, and RepublicEn 
 
 
 
“Energy Optimist.  Climate Realist.” 
 
Bob Inglis founded the Energy and Enterprise Initiative on July 10, 2012 to be a pragmatic voice for free-
market energy and climate solutions. 
 
He was elected to the U.S. Congress in 1992, having never run for office before. He represented Greenville-
Spartanburg, South Carolina, from 1993-1998, unsuccessfully challenged U.S. Senator Fritz Hollings in 1998, 
and then returned to the practice of commercial real estate law in Greenville, S.C. In 2004, he was re-elected 
to Congress and served until losing re-election in the South Carolina Republican primary of 2010. 
 
In 2011, Inglis went full-time into promoting free enterprise action on climate change and launched the 
Energy and Enterprise Initiative (“E&EI”) at George Mason University in July 2012.  E&EI is a 501(c)(3), tax-
exempt, educational outreach that lives to demonstrate the power of accountable free enterprise.  E&EI 
believes that climate change can be solved by eliminating all subsidies, including the implicit subsidy of the 
lack of accountability for emissions.  By creating a level playing field in which all costs are transparently “in” 
on all fuels, E&EI believes that the free enterprise system will deliver innovation faster than government 
regulations. 
 
E&EI supports an online community of energy optimists and climate realists at republicEn.org.  
 
For his work on climate change Inglis was given the 2015 John F. Kennedy Profile in Courage Award.  Inglis 
was a Resident Fellow at Harvard University’s Institute of Politics in 2011, a Visiting Energy Fellow at Duke 
University’s Nicholas School of the Environment in 2012, and a Resident Fellow at the University of Chicago’s 
Institute of Politics in 2014.  He appears in the film Merchants of Doubt and in the Showtime series YEARS of 
Living Dangerously (episodes 3 and 4), and he spoke at TEDxJacksonville. 
 
Bob grew up in Bluffton, S.C. and earned a degree in political science from Duke University in 1981.  He 
graduated from the University of Virginia School of Law in 1984 and later moved to Greenville, S.C., where he 
practiced commercial real estate law prior to and between his years in Congress.  Inglis and his wife Mary 
Anne (Duke 1982) have five children (a son and four daughters) and live on a small farm in in northern 
Greenville County, South Carolina. 
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DR. RICH PANCOST 
Head of School of Earth Sciences, 
Professor of Biogeochemistry (Earth Systems), 
Director of the University of Bristol Cabot Institute,  
Bristol, UK 
 
 
Rich Pancost, PhD, was Director of the University of Bristol Cabot Institute and is now Head of Bristol's 
School of Earth Sciences.  He studies organic molecules in organisms, mud, and rocks to understand the 
flow of chemical energy through the Earth's coupled biological and geological system.  He uses those same 
molecules to reconstruct how Earth's climate has changed over millions of years, in order to put into context 
the impact humans have had on our planet. 
 
“I study how the Earth system has changed in the past and could change in the future. And, why." 
 
Pancost was a scientific advisor to Bristol when it was the European Green Capital and contributed to its 
Resilience Strategy and One City Approach. 
 
Dr. Pancost earned his PhD in Geosciences in 1998 from Penn State University.  During his PhD, he worked 
with Katherine Freeman. He completed a post-doctoral fellowship with Professor J. S. Sinninghe Damsté at 
the Netherlands Institute for Sea Research, and he moved to Bristol in 2000. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
DR. RUTH GATES 
Marine Biologist 
Director, Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology, University of Hawaii at Manoa 
 
 
Ruth Gates, PhD, is Director of the Hawaii Institute of Marine Biology and Principal Investigator for the Gates 
Coral Lab.  Her work focuses on coral reefs in the Pacific Ocean and their biology.   
 
In 2013, she won the Paul G. Allen Ocean Challenge and is in the middle of a four-year research project that 
uses assisted evolution to grow “super corals” that can survive the effects of climate change.   
 
Dr. Gates earned her PhD in 1990 from the Department of Biology of the University of Newcastle upon Tyne, 
UK.  She completed postdoctoral training at the University of California, Los Angeles from 1990 – 2003. 
 
She was most recently featured in Netflix’s Chasing Coral.  
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DR. RENEE LERTZMAN 
Author, ‘Environmental Melancholia’ 
 
 
Having pioneered the bridging of psychological research and sustainability for more 20 years, Renee 
Lertzman, PhD, marries the worlds of academia and practice.  She is an internationally recognized thought 
leader and adviser, and works with organizations, professionals, and practitioners from government, 
business, philanthropic, and non-governmental sectors to design research tools, brand strategy, trainings, 
workshops, engagement practices, and strategies suited for the uniquely challenging nature of 
environmental work. 
 
Lertzman translates complex psychological and social science research insights into tools for organizations 
around the world seeking to engage, mobilize and connect with diverse populations, communities and 
individuals.  Her approach brings together behavioral sciences, social sciences and innovative design 
sciences to create a powerful approach to engagement and social change. 
 
Lertzman also is regularly commissioned to teach, present and produce research for a range of institutions, 
including WORLD WILDLIFE FUND, the White House Social and Behavioral Sciences Team (SBST), National 
Center for Atmospheric Research, NOAA, Climate Solutions, Sustainable Path Foundation, Columbia 
University, Portland State University, Center for Sustainable Energy, SKOLL GLOBAL THREATS FUND, 
Radboud University (NL), LANZHOU UNIVERSITY (China), ROYAL ROADS UNIVERSITY (British Columbia), 
Oxford University’s UK Energy Research Centre, and the University College London’s Climate Sciences 
Communications Policy Commission. 
 
Also an experienced journalist, since publishing her first interview in 1997 with Ira Glass in The Sun Magazine 
(and numerous others as a prolific interviewer), she has written extensively about how intersections of 
psychology, environment, and culture illuminate change work.  Her writings have appeared in a diverse set of 
publications including The Sun Magazine, Pacific Standard, Orion Magazine, The Ecologist, Climate Access, 
DeSmog Blog, Sustainable Brands, and Sightline. 
 
Lertzman’s work has been featured in The Guardian, THE NEW YORK TIMES, Time, Washington Post, the 
Hollywood Reporter, Vice, DeSmog Blog, Grist.org, Huffington Post, The Correspondent (NL), Down to Earth 
(NL), ClimateAccess, Warm Regards (podcast), Cambridge TV (UK), Climate One at the Commonwealth Club, 
Climate Confidential, Oregon Public Radio, and the BBC. 
 
Dr. Lertzman earned her PhD from the Cardiff School of Social Sciences at Cardiff University, UK.  She 
developed and taught the first course on the Psychology of Environmental Education and Communications 
for the MA program at Royal Roads University from 2011-2016, and has supervised over a dozen graduate 
students. She has also designed and taught courses on the psychology of climate change and environment 
since 2001, and has convened symposiums internationally since 2003. Following a post-doctoral position as 
senior researcher at Portland State University in 2011, she has been a full-time applied researcher and 
advisor. She is a founding member of the Climate Psychology Alliance.  
 
Lertzman’s first book, Environmental Melancholia: Psychoanalytic Dimensions of Engagement, was published 
by Routledge in 2015; a trade book will follow.  
 
She is based in the San Francisco Bay Area. 
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DR. LEONARD MLODINOW 
Physicist 
Author, ‘The Upright Thinkers’ 
 
 
Leonard Mlodinow, PhD, is a theoretical physicist and author, recognized for groundbreaking discoveries in 
physics and as the author of five best-selling books.  His book The Grand Design, co-authored with Stephen 
Hawking, reached #1 on the New York Times best-seller list; his book Subliminal: How Your Unconscious 
Mind Rules Your Behavior, won the 2013 PEN/E.O. Wilson award for literary science writing; and his book The 
Drunkard's Walk: How Randomness Rules Our Lives was chosen as a New York Times notable book, and 
short-listed for the Royal Society book award.   
 
Mlodinow is also known through his many public lectures and media appearances on programs such ranging 
from Morning Joe, to Through the Wormhole, and for debating Deepak Chopra on ABC's Nightline.  He has 
spoken to a wide variety of audiences on topics ranging from the role of chance in our lives to how our 
unconscious mind affects our thoughts, decisions, and feelings—and at venues as varied as Harvard, the 
Major League Baseball General Manager’s Winter Meeting, Pepsico, and the World Science Festival. 
 
Mlodinow earned his PhD in Theoretical Physics at the University of California at Berkeley in 1981. 
 
Mlodinow has served as faculty at the California Institute of Technology as Bantrell Research Fellow in 
Theoretical Physics.  He later became an Alexander von Humboldt fellow at the Max-Planck-Institute for 
Physics and Astrophysics in Munich, Germany.   
 
In 1985, Mlodinow moved to Hollywood to pursue script writing.  Over the next several years he wrote for 
television series such as: Hunter, MacGyver, Star Trek: The Next Generation, and the comedy series Night 
Court.  Meanwhile he continued to conduct physics research as a hobby. 
 
In 1993 Mlodinow left the television and film business for computer gaming, and became producer, 
executive producer and designer of several award-winning games created in conjunction with Stephen 
Speilberg, Robin Williams, and the Walt Disney Company.  Among the awards won by his games are the 
Consumer Electronics Software Showcase Award; Home PC Magazine Editor's Choice Award; and the 
National Association of Parenting Publications Gold Medal (twice).   
 
Between 1997 and 2003 he was Vice President for Software Development and then Vice President and 
Publisher for Math Education at Scholastic Inc., the New York publisher of the Harry Potter series.  As head 
of Scholastic software, he created a children's games division and built it into one of the top five in the United 
States.  
 
His books include Elastic: flexible thinking in a time of change (2018), The Upright Thinkers: the human journey 
from living in trees to understanding the universe (2015), Subliminal: how your unconscious mind rules your 
behavior (2012), War of The Worldviews: science vs. spirituality (2011), co-authored with Deepak Chopra, The 
Grand Design (2010), co-authored with Stephen Hawking, The Drunkard's Walk: how randomness rules our 
lives (2008), A Briefer History of Time (2005), co-authored with Stephen Hawking, Feynman's Rainbow: a 
search for beauty in physics and in life (2003), and Euclid's Window: The story of geometry from parallel lines 
to hyperspace (2001). 
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DR. BRUCE HOOD 
Professor of Developmental Psychology, University of Bristol, UK 
Author, ‘The Self Illusion’ 
 
 
Bruce Hood, PhD, is Professor of Developmental Psychology in Society at the University of Bristol.  He 
spends most of his time engaging with the pubic in one way or another.  His written popular science books 
broadly based on this research interests including the origins of supernatural thinking, the illusion of self, the 
social domestication of humans, and his new book on the psychology of ownership.  
 
He is a former Royal Institution Christmas Lecturer and the founder of Speakezee – the world’s largest 
network of expert speakers. 
 
Hood has been a research fellow at Cambridge University and University College London, a visiting scientist 
at MIT and a faculty professor at Harvard.  He has diverse research interests including the origins of 
supernatural beliefs, intuitive theory formation, object representation, spatial cognition, inhibitory control and 
general cognitive development conducted at his labs at the Bristol Cognitive Development Centre which 
opened in 2001. 
 
He has been awarded an Alfred Sloan Fellowship in neuroscience, the Young Investigator Award from the 
International Society of Infancy Researchers, the Robert Fantz memorial award and voted to Fellowship 
status by the society of American Psychological Science.  He is also a Fellow of the Royal Society of Biology 
(UK) and the Royal Institution of Great Britain. 
 
Hood has written three books for the general public, SuperSense (HarperOne, 2009) about the natural origins 
of supernatural beliefs which has been published in 12 countries, The Self Illusion (Constable & Robinson 
2012) about the fallacy that we are coherent, integrated individuals but rather a constructed narrative largely 
influenced by those around us and The Domesticated Brain (Pelican, 2014) an evolutionary account for the 
rise in pro-sociality and lengthening of human childhood. 
 
He has also co-authored a highly successful undergraduate textbook Psychology, now in its 2nd edition 
(Palgrave, 2011, 2015) and co-edited an academic book on development of object knowledge The Origins of 
Object Knowledge (OUP, 2009). 
 
He has appeared in a number of TV science documentaries and in 2011 he delivered the Royal Institution 
Christmas Lectures which were broadcast on the BBC to over 4 million viewers.  You can see the lectures as 
well as behind-the-scenes at the Ri Channel.  He also repeated these lectures in Japan and Singapore in 
2012. 
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DR. MARK PLOTKIN 
Ethnobotanist 
Amazon Conservation Team President 
 
 
Mark J. Plotkin, PhD, is an ethnobotanist and a plant explorer in the Neotropics, where he is an expert on 
rainforest ecosystems.  Plotkin is an advocate for tropical rainforest conservation.  He is a renowned 
ethnobotanist who has spent almost three decades studying traditional plant use with traditional healers of 
tropical America.   Plotkin has led the rainforest conservation organization Amazon Conservation Team 
(ACT) and guided its vision since 1996, when he co-founded ACT with his fellow conservationist, Liliana 
Madrigal. 
 
Plotkin has also served at the Director of Plant Conservation at the World Wildlife Fund, the Vice President of 
Conservation International, as a research associate at the Botanical Museum of Harvard University and at 
the Department of Botany of the Smithsonian Institution. 
 
Plotkin’s awards and honors include: "Environmental Hero for the Planet" (2001) by Time Magazine, one of 
"35 Who Made a Difference" (2005) by Smithsonian Magazine (along with Bill Gates, Steven Spielberg, and 
Wynton Marsalis), the Gold Medal for Conservation from the San Diego Zoo, the Roy Chapman Andrews 
Distinguished Explorer Award, the International Conservation Leadership award from the Jane Goodall 
Institute, the Skoll Foundation Award for Social Entrepreneurship (with Liliana Madrigal) (2008), and an 
Honorary degree of "Doctor of Humane Letters" (2010) from Lewis and Clark College in Portland, Oregon. 
 
Among his many influential writings, Plotkin may be best known for his popular work, Tales of a Shaman's 
Apprentice (Penguin Books, 1993).  His other works include the critically acclaimed children’s book, The 
Shaman's Apprentice - A Tale of the Amazon Rainforest, illustrated by Lynne Cherry (HMH Books for Young 
Readers, 1998), Medicine Quest: In Search of Nature's Healing Secrets (Penguin Books, 2000), and The Killers 
Within: The Deadly Rise of Drug-Resistant Bacteria, coauthored with Michael Shnayerson (Little, Brown and 
Company; 2003). 
 
Plotkin’s work has been featured in a PBS Nova documentary, an Emmy-winning Fox TV documentary, on the 
NBC Nightly News and Today Show, CBS' 48 Hours and in Life, Newsweek, Smithsonian, Elle, People, The 
New York Times, along with appearances on National Public Radio. 
 
Dr. Plotkin earned a Masters in Forestry from the Yale School of Forestry, and a PhD from Tufts University. 
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DR. AMY JACOBSON 
Evolutionary Anthropologist 
Human Behavioral Ecologist 
Research Director, Biosocial Research Foundation, New Jersey  
 
 
Amy Jacobson, PhD, is deeply committed to using evolutionary anthropology to educate and expand existing 
perspectives on important issues such as race, sexual orientation, gender identity, medicine and religion with 
the expectation that public policy and social norms - informed by science and reason - will lead to better 
outcomes and a more just and productive future for humanity.  
 
She is currently writing a textbook for her course on Human Aggression, which offers insight into how best to 
effectively interpret and apply this knowledge to encourage pro-social, positive sum engagement, between 
and within individuals and groups. 
 
Her research on mate choice, aggression and violence, in both primates and humans, has broad implications 
for understanding human behavior - from conflict within an individual to war and genocide between ethnic 
groups.  
 
Comprehending behavior as the culmination of interactions between complex evolutionary processes - 
genetic, environmental, developmental and adaptive - informs our efforts to create both cultural and 
biological environments that mitigate negative outcomes. Interpreting behavior as evolved adaptations 
selected to solve specific ecological problems, allows for a depth (through time) and breadth (across 
cultures) of understanding that is powerful and informative. Teaching students to view the world using 
evolutionary logic is imperative to increasing tolerance and empathy towards others.  
 
Currently Jacobson is involved in several active research projects.  
 
Dr. Jacobson has worked closely with American evolutionary biologist and sociobiologist Robert Trivers. 
She earned a PhD in Evolutionary Anthropology from Rutgers, State University of New Jersey, in 2005.
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DANIEL GOLEMAN 
Psychologist, Science Journalist 
Author, ‘Emotional Intelligence’ 
 
 
Daniel Goleman is an internationally known psychologist who lectures frequently to professional groups, 
business audiences, and on college campuses.  As a science journalist Goleman reported on the brain and 
behavioral sciences for The New York Times for many years.  His 1995 book, Emotional Intelligence was on 
The New York Times bestseller list for a year-and-a-half, with more than 5,000,000 copies in print worldwide 
in 40 languages, and has been a best-seller in many countries.  Apart from his books on emotional 
intelligence, Goleman has written books on topics including self-deception, creativity, transparency, 
meditation, social and emotional learning, ecoliteracy and the ecological crisis. 
 
The Harvard Business Review called emotional intelligence— which discounts IQ as the sole measure of 
one’s abilities — “a revolutionary, paradigm-shattering idea” and chose his article “What Makes a Leader” as 
one of ten “must-read” articles from its pages.  Emotional Intelligence was named one of the 25 “Most 
Influential Business Management Books” by TIME Magazine.  The Financial Times, Wall Street Journal and 
Accenture Institute for Strategic Change have listed Goleman among the most influential business thinkers. 

Goleman is a co-founder of the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and Emotional Learning (www.casel.org), 
originally at the Yale Child Studies Center and now at the University of Illinois at Chicago.  CASEL’s mission 
centers on bringing evidence-based programs in emotional literacy to schools worldwide. 

He currently co-directs the Consortium for Research on Emotional Intelligence in Organizations at Rutgers 
University.  The consortium fosters research partnerships between academic scholars and practitioners on 
the role emotional intelligence plays in excellence. 

Goleman is a board member of the Mind & Life Institute, which fosters dialogues and research collaborations 
among contemplative practitioners and scientists.  Goleman has organized a series of intensive 
conversations between the Dalai Lama and scientists, which resulted in the books Healthy Emotions, and 
Destructive Emotions.  He is currently editing a book from the most recent dialogue on ecology, 
interdependence, and ethics. 

His most recent book, Leadership: The Power of Emotional Intelligence, offers an up-to-date summary of his 
thinking on leadership by collecting key excerpts from his books together for the first time in one volume 
with his articles from the Harvard Business Review.  These include “What Makes a Leader? and “Leadership 
that Gets Results.” 

Goleman’s other recent book, The Brain and Emotional Intelligence: New Insights gathers together recent 
findings from brain research and other sources on topics ranging from creativity and optimal performance, 
the brain-to-brain connection in leadership, and to how to enhance emotional intelligence itself. 

Goleman’s 2009 book Ecological Intelligence: How Knowing the Hidden Impacts of What We Buy Can Change 
Everything argues that new information technologies could create “radical transparency,” allowing us to 
know the environmental, health, and social consequences of what we buy. As shoppers use point-of-
purchase ecological comparisons to guide their purchases, market share would shift to support steady, 
incremental upgrades in how products are made – changing everything for the better. 

Goleman’s work as a science journalist has been recognized with many awards, including the Washburn 
Award for science journalism, a Lifetime Career Award from the American Psychological Association, and he 
was made a Fellow of the American Association for the Advancement of Science in recognition of his 
communicating science to the general public. 
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DR. STEPHAN LEWANDOWSKY 
Professor of Cognitive Psychology, University of Bristol, UK 
 
 
Stephan Lewandowsky, PhD, is a cognitive scientist.  He has worked in both the United States and Australia, 
and is currently Chair of Cognitive Psychology at the University of Bristol and a member of the university's 
Cabot Institute. His research examines people’s memory and decision making, with particular emphasis on 
how people respond to corrections of misinformation.  He also researches the public’s understanding of 
science and why people often embrace beliefs that are sharply at odds with the scientific evidence, and he is 
particularly interested in the difference between skepticism and denial when it comes to climate change. 

Lewandowsky has published near 150 scholarly articles, chapters, and books, and has contributed numerous 
opinion pieces to the national media on issues related to war and terrorism, and climate change.  His work 
has revealed the important role of skepticism in people’s ability to update their memories.  He was elected a 
fellow of the Center for Skeptical Inquiry in 2015. 

He discovered that climate change research is confronted with the dissemination of a substantial amount of 
disinformation.  He has applied his research to this issue, and has written, with John Cook, The Debunking 
Handbook, which summarizes the literature on how to debunk misinformation, is available for free to the 
public online in virtually all languages. 
 
He was awarded a Discovery Outstanding Researcher Award from the Australian Research Council in 2011, 
and he received a Wolfson Research Merit Fellowship from the Royal Society upon moving to the UK in 2013.  

Dr. Lewandowsky earned a Masters and PhD from the University of Toronto.  He served on the Faculty at the 
University of Oklahoma from 1990 to 1995 before moving to Australia.  
 
He blogs at www.shapingtomorrowsworld.org on matters relating to climate change and global challenges.  
He is also the Digital Content Editor for the Psychonomic Society and blog routinely on cognitive research 
conducted by the Society. 
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DR. NATHAN JOHN HAGENS 
Director, Institute for the Study of Energy and Our Future 
Co-Founder Bottleneck Foundation 
PhD, Natural Resources 
Instructor: Reality 101-A Survey of the Human Predicament, University of Minnesota Honors Program 
 
 
Nate Hagens, PhD, is a well-known speaker on the big picture issues facing human society and currently 
teaches a systems synthesis course at the University of Minnesota ‘Reality 101 – A Survey of the Human 
Predicament.’  Hagens is on the Boards of Post Carbon Institute, Bottleneck Foundation, Institute for 
Integrated Economic Research (IIER), and the Institute for the Study of Energy and the Future.  Previously, he 
was lead editor of The Oil Drum, one of the most popular and respected websites for analysis and discussion 
of global issues relating to the upcoming energy transition. 
  
Hagens’ presentations address the opportunities and constraints we face after the coming peak of global 
economic growth.  On the supply side, he focuses on the interrelationship between debt-based financial 
markets and natural resources, particularly energy and the unique (and, so far, unplanned for) risks from the 
coming ‘Great Simplification’.  On the demand side, he addresses the evolutionarily-derived underpinnings to 
status, addiction, and our aversion to acting ahead of time about the future and offers suggestions on how 
individuals and society might better adapt to the coming decades.  Ultimately, Hagens’ talks attempt to 
provide a framework and context for people who would like to participate in shaping the future be more 
effective and resilient. 
  
Dr. Hagens has appeared on PBS, BBC, ABC and NPR, and has lectured around the world.  He holds a 
Master’s Degree with Honors in Finance from the University of Chicago Business School and a PhD in 
Natural Resources from the University of Vermont. Previously Nate was President of Sanctuary Asset 
Management and a Vice President at the investment firms Salomon Brothers and Lehman Brothers. 
  
Hagens pursued his PhD upon recognizing that the market was not including negative externalities affecting 
other species and ecosystems, and that the switch to lower throughput, less material-based economies would 
occur in his lifetime.  His unique approach to the topic -- which mixes economics, psychology and ecology -- 
has helped solidify a meta-story clarifying the human predicament.  
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DR. JOSEPH TAINTER 
Professor of Environment & Society, College of Natural Resources, Utah State University 
Author, ‘Collapse of Complex Societies’ 
  
 
Joseph Tainter, PhD, is an anthropologist and historian who has studied collapse in numerous ancient 
civilizations.  He worked on issues of sustainability before the term became common, including his highly-
acclaimed book The Collapse of Complex Societies (Cambridge University Press, 1988).  He has also 
conducted research on land-use conflict and human responses to climate change.  Tainter's sustainability 
research, with emphases on energy and innovation, has been used in more than 40 countries, and in many 
scientific and applied fields. 
 
Tainter's biography is included in Who's Who in the World, Who's Who in America, and Who's Who in Science 
and Engineering. 
 
Among other institutions, Tainter’s work has been used in the United Nations Environment Program, 
UNESCO, World Bank, Rand Corporation, International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis, Beijer Institute 
of Ecological Economics, Earth Policy Institute, and Technology Transfer Institute/Vanguard. 
 
He has been invited to present his research at Getty Research Center, University of Paris (Panthéon-
Sorbonne), Royal Swedish Academy of Sciences, and many other venues.   
 
His research has been applied in economic development, environmental conservation, health care, 
information technology, urban studies, and the challenges of security in response to terrorism. 
 
Tainter has appeared in print media, radio programs, and in documentary films and television programs, 
including Collapse: Based on the Book by Jared Diamond, by National Geographic (2010), and The 11th Hour, 
produced by Leonardo DiCaprio (2007).  
 
His other books include Supply-Side Sustainability (Columbia University Press, 2003), which was the first 
comprehensive approach to sustainability to integrate ecological and social science, The Way the Wind 
Blows: Climate, History, and Human Action (Columbia University Press, 2000), a work that explores past 
human responses to climate change, and Drilling Down: The Gulf Oil Debacle and Our Energy Dilemma 
(Copernicus Books 2012). 

Dr. Tainter earned a Masters and PhD in Anthropology from Northwestern University in 1975. 
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DR. UGO BARDI 
Professor of Physical Chemistry, University of Florence, Italy 
 
 
Ugo Bardi, PhD, is a lecturer in physical chemistry at the University of Florence, in Italy.  He is engaged in 
research on sustainability and energy, with a special view on the concept of circular economy and on the 
depletion of mineral resources.  He is also a member of the Club of Rome, an international think tank 
dedicated to sustainability.  
 
Bardi is active in the dissemination of scientific results in sustainability and climate science in English on the 
blog “Cassandra’s Legacy” (www.cassandralegacy.blogspot.it).  He is the author of numerous papers on 
sustainability and of several books, including The Limits to Growth Revisited (Springer 2011), Extracted – how 
the quest for mineral wealth is plundering the planet (Chelsea Green, 2014), and The Seneca Effect, why 
growth is slow but collapse is rapid (Springer 2017).   
 
Dr. Bardi is an Italian citizen, lives near Florence, Italy. He is married and has a son and a daughter. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PAUL ROBERTS 
Journalist 
Author, ‘End of Oil’, ’The Impulse Society’ 
 
 
Paul Roberts is the author of three books — The Impulse Society: America in the Age of Instant Gratification; 
The End of Food (2008); and The End of Oil: On the Edge of a Perilous New World (2004).  
 
A journalist since 1983, Roberts has also written for The Los Angeles Times, The Washington Post, and The 
(UK) Guardian and his work has appeared in Slate, USA Today, The New Republic, Newsweek, The Christian 
Science Monitor, Rolling Stone, and Outside magazine.  
 
Roberts was a finalist for the National Magazine Award (1999) and for the New York Public Library Helen 
Bernstein Book Award for Excellence in Journalism in 2005. 
 
A long-time observer of energy issues and politics, Roberts appears regularly on national and international 
television and radio news shows, including BBC, CNBC with Erin Burnett, PBS NewsHour, MSNBC, CBS 
Evening News, and on NPR’s Morning Edition, On Point, Weekend Edition, and Fresh Air.  
 
He lives with his family in Washington State. 
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DR. IAN ROBERTSON 
Cognitive Neuroscientist, University of Dublin, Ireland 
Co-director, Global Brain Health Institute 
 
 
Ian Robertson, Ph.D. is a clinical psychologist and neuroscientist who applies his research to the pressures 
of everyday life.  He is the author of The Stress Test: How Pressure Can Make You Stronger and Sharper.  His 
previous books, Mind Sculpture, The Mind’s Eye and The Winner Effect, have been translated into many 
languages and he is widely recognized as one of the world’s leading researchers in neuropsychology. 
 
He is the T. Boone Pickens Distinguished Research Scientist at the Center for Brain Health at University of 
Texas in Dallas, and is Co-Director of the Global Brain Health Institute, a joint venture between University of 
California at San Francisco and Trinity College Dublin.  He has held senior academic appointments at 
Universities of Columbia, Toronto, Cambridge and London. 
 
Robertson held the chair in psychology at Trinity College Dublin and was the founding director of Trinity 
College Institute of Neuroscience (TCIN), a multi-disciplinary research facility where social scientists, 
psychologists, geneticists, biochemists, engineers, physicians, psychiatrists, physiologists, and physicists 
work to solve some of the most pressing problems of human health, particularly those related to brain health, 
aging, and Alzheimer’s disease. 
 
Robertson’s focus on the human brain’s attention systems has led to a number of innovative ways to 
measure how humans pay—or fail to pay—attention.  He has extended this research to help develop new 
therapeutic methods that have resulted in improved cognitive function in aging and other populations.  This 
work on attention has also created an important new theory about how socio-economic factors, such as poor 
education and social deprivation, interact with the biology of the brain to increase the risk of dementia. 
 
Robertson has also served as the co-director of the Neuroenhancement for Independent Lives (NEIL), a 
research program that aims to find scalable methods for delaying dementia. 
  
His work has been recognized globally and published in more than 300 papers in journals such as Nature, 
Psychological Bulletin, Journal of Neuroscience, and Neuropsychologia, and in several books, including the 
leading international textbook on cognitive rehabilitation. 
  
Dr. Robertson is a prominent lecturer and mentor, holding visiting professorships at University College 
London, University of Bangor, the Rotman Research Institute, and the University of Toronto.  In 2014, 
Robertson was elected a Fellow of the American Association for Psychological Science in recognition of 
“sustained and outstanding distinguished contributions to psychological science.” 
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JEFF BRIDGES 
PRODUCER, NARRATOR  
 

SUSAN KUCERA 
DIRECTOR 
 

Academy Award Winner Jeff Bridges and Director 
Susan Kucera collaborated to bring Living in the 
Future’s Past to the screen. Susan is director, 
cinematographer and editor of the film which is also, 
produced, narrated by and features Jeff Bridges. 

JIM SWIFT 
EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 

Jim Swift is the producer and executive producer who 
set the project in motion and whose support and 
passion for the subjects are reflected in the film. 

KEEFUS CIANCIA 
MUSIC COMPOSER 

Keefus Ciancia is known for his forward thinking 
and cutting-edge sound.  He also received a BMI award 
for music scoring and was nominated for an Emmy on 
his work with Everlast for co-writing and producing the 
theme song for the hit television series Saving Grace.  
As an accomplished songwriter, he has penned music 
with T-Bone Burnett, Kimbra, Macy Gray, Nikka Costa, 
Benji Hughes, Everlast, and Jeff Bridges. 
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KEN S. POLK 
SOUND DESIGNER 

Ken S. Polk is a multi-Emmy Award winning and 
nominated Rerecording Mixer, Sound Designer and Sound 
Supervisor in both the Film and Television industries as 
well as an Award-winning music Producer, engineer and 
mixer.  He is also a member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences, the Academy of Television Arts 
and Sciences, the Cinema Audio Society and the 
Recording Academy (formerly NARAS). 
 

BOB HOLROYD 
ADDITIONAL MUSIC COMPOSER 

Incorporating ambient minimalism, world music, 
electronica, and jazz, Bob’s eclectic style crosses 
musical and cultural boundaries.  His textural, 
cinematic music has been used extensively on film and 
television, including the Sopranos, True Blood, the Dark 
Knight, the Centre of the World, Lost, Breath of Life, and 
Rectify, and remixed by artists such as Four Tet, Joe 
Claussell, Nitin Sawhney and Coldcut. 
 

ANNA KIRSCH 
NARRATIVE CONSULTANT 

Anna Kirsch specializes in narrative theory and holds a 
Masters in English Studies from Durham University in 
the UK. She is currently undertaking a PhD on 
environmental ethics of violence and consumption in 
crime fiction. She is the book reviews editor for the 
International Crime Fiction Association.  Additionally, 
Anna was the narrative consultant for Breath of Life, 
featuring Richard Dawkins and Robert Trivers. 



   
 

 29 

PRODUCTION CREDITS 
 
 

DIRECTED BY 
Susan Kucera 

 
PRODUCED BY 

Jeff Bridges 
Jim Swift 

Susan Kucera 
 

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER 
Jim Swift 

 
NARRATED BY 

Jeff Bridges 
 

CINEMATOGRAPHY AND EDITING BY 
Susan Kucera 

 
STORY CONSULTANT 

Anna Kirsch 
 

MUSIC COMPOSED BY 
Keefus Ciancia 

 
ADDITIONAL MUSIC COMPOSITIONS BY 

Bob Holroyd 
 

SOUND DESIGN & MIX BY 
Ken S Polk, CAS 

 
CONTRIBUTORS TO JEFF BRIDGES’ NARRATION 

Jeff Bridges 
Anna Kirsch 

Nathan Hagens 
Timothy Morton 

Jay April 
Daniel Goleman 

Jim Swift 
 

LOGISTICAL COORDINATOR 
Gawain Bantle 

 
 
 
 

FILM PARTICIPANTS IN ORDER OF APPEARANCE 
 

Jeff Bridges 
Dr. Piers Sellers (IN MEMORIAM) 

Wesley Clark 
Oren Lyons 

Dr. Timothy Morton 
Bob Inglis 

Dr. Rich Pancost 
Dr. Ruth Gates 

Dr. Renee Lertzman 
Dr. Leonard Mlodinow 

Dr. Bruce Hood 
Dr. Mark Plotkin 

Dr. Thomas Metzinger 
Dr. Amy Jacobson 

Daniel Goleman 
Dr. Stephan Lewandowsky 

Dr. Nathan Hagens 
Dr. Joseph Tainter 

Ugo Bardi 
Paul Roberts 

Dr. Ian Robertson 
 
 



   
 

 30 

OTHER APPEARANCES 
 

Jorge Torres 
Laura Swift 
Anna Kirsch 
Maria Blanco 

Jim Swift 
Matt Barnes 

Gawain Bantle 
Amy Ellenburger 

 
 
 

DRONE OPERATOR & CAMERA ASSIST 
Gawain Bantle 

 
SUPERVISING SOUND EDITOR 

Ken S Polk 
 

SOUND EFFECTS EDITOR 
Andy Hurtado 

 
POST PRODUCTION SOUND FACILITY 

Th’ Meat Locker Studio 
Los Angeles, CA 

 
BEST GRIP IN HOUSTON 

Simon Morton 
 

LEGAL SERVICES 
Ramo Law 

PACKAGING & SALES EXECUTIVE 
Tiffany Boyle 

 
LEGAL SERVICES 

Chad Russo 
 

BUSINESS ADVISOR 
Steve Brinn 

 
ADDITIONAL COLOR 

Lionel Barton 
 

FINALE 
Redefining Post 

 
THEATRICAL DCP 

Deluxe Entertainment Services Group 

 
 
 
 

A Rangeland Production Copyright 2018 


