
RIVERBLUE SYNOPSES 

 
50 WORDS 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet? 

RIVERBLUE is an award-winning documentary that spans the globe to infiltrate one of the world’s most pollutive 
industries, fashion. Narrated by clean water supporter Jason Priestley, this groundbreaking documentary examines 
the destruction of our rivers, its effect on humanity, and the solutions that inspire hope for a sustainable future. 
 
100 WORDS 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet?  

 
This award-winning documentary spans the globe to uncover the dirty secret behind the manufacturing of 
our blue jeans.  Narrated by clean water supporter Jason Priestley, RiverBlue follows international river 

conservationist, Mark Angelo, on a journey that uncovers the dark side of the fashion industry.  Speaking with fashion 
designers and water protectors world-wide, RIVERBLUE reveals stunning and shocking images that truly change the 
way we look at how our clothing is made.  This groundbreaking documentary examines the destruction of our rivers, 
its effect on humanity, and the solutions that inspire hope for a sustainable future. An exquisitely crafted, fascinating, 
emotional and moving documentary turned global agent for change. 
 
SYNOPSIS: (125 words Max version 2) 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet? 

 
This award-winning documentary spans the globe to uncover the dirty secret behind the manufacturing of 
our blue jeans. 

 
Internationally renowned river advocate, Mark Angelo, journeys through some of the world's most pristine waterways, 
to some of its most polluted, in an unprecedented global adventure that reveals the dark side of the fashion industry. 
 
Through harsh chemical manufacturing processes and the irresponsible disposal of toxic chemical waste, one of our 
favourite iconic products, blue jeans, is destroying rivers globally.  
 
Shot in 5K with images both stunning and shocking, RiverBlue acts as a demand for significant change from the top 
fashion brands, regarding how our iconic jeans, and in fact most clothing, is manufactured.  
 
 

 

 

 

 

SYNOPSIS: (250 Words Max) 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet? 

 
This award-winning documentary spans the globe to uncover the dirty secret behind the manufacturing of 
our blue jeans. 

 
Internationally renowned river advocate Mark Angelo, who has paddled more rivers than perhaps anyone on Earth, 
journeys through some of the world's most pristine waterways to some of its most polluted in an unprecedented 
global adventure. This quest originally set out to film the world’s great rivers in an effort to protect them, but in the 
process, uncovered the dark underside of the global fashion industry. 
 
Through harsh chemical manufacturing processes and the irresponsible disposal of toxic chemical waste, the 
manufacturing of our clothing is destroying rivers globally.  
 
From China’s Pearl River and India’s Ganges to the waterways of Bangladesh, Mark takes viewers up some of the 
world’s great rivers for a behind the scenes look at a major, yet under-reported, contributor to the destruction of these 
global waterways. 
 
The textile and tannery sectors account for 20% of the world’s freshwater pollution, says Angelo, but they don’t get 
nearly the profile of other big polluters. While examining the pollution produced by the blue jean manufacturing and 
tannery sectors, the film also explores the latest technologies and cutting-edge solutions to the problem. 
 



“We saw this as a chance to profile that issue, bringing the message of river conservation to a broader audience, 
because we all buy clothes, we all buy textiles and leather goods, so I think it’s a very timely topic.”  
– Mark Angelo 
 
Shot in 5K with images both stunning and shocking, RiverBlue acts as a “demand for significant change” from the top 
fashion brands that we all love, regarding how our iconic jeans are manufactured.  
 
SYNOPSIS (1000 Words Max) 
RiverBlue: Can Fashion Save the Planet? 

 
This award-winning documentary spans the globe to uncover the dirty secret behind the manufacturing of 
our blue jeans. 

 
"Rivers are our planet's arteries; they're lifelines in the truest sense - so what happens when a river dies?" - Mark 
Angelo 
 
Internationally renowned river advocate Mark Angelo, who has paddled more rivers than perhaps anyone on Earth, 
journeys through some of the world's most pristine waterways to some of its most polluted in an unprecedented 
global adventure. This quest originally set out to film the world’s great rivers in an effort to protect them, but in the 
process, uncovered the dark underside of the global fashion industry. 
 
Through harsh chemical manufacturing processes and the irresponsible disposal of toxic chemical waste, one of our 
favorite iconic products, blue jeans, is destroying our rivers globally.  
 
Shot in 5K with images both stunning and shocking, RiverBlue acts as a “demand for significant change” from the top 
fashion brands that we all love regarding how our iconic jeans are manufactured.  
 
“The wars of the future will not be fought over oil... the wars of the future will be fought over water”... 
Kumi Naidoo – International Executive Director Greenpeace 
 
The textile and clothing industry uses 3.2% of all available fresh water in the world and accounts for 20% of the 
world’s industrial-related freshwater pollution. This water is used in various manufacturing and dyeing practices.  
 
In denim manufacturing, billions of gallons of river water are siphoned to process hundreds of millions of pairs of 
jeans. The waste water, noxious chemicals, carcinogens and dyes used in this manufacturing process are pumped as 
raw toxic sewage directly back into the rivers which serve as the main water source for billions of people. 
 
RiverBlue highlights the principle that the protection and sound management of our rivers and water resources is 
one of our most pressing environmental and global challenges. The production has traversed the globe documenting 
the major river systems affected by burgeoning industrial nations, who to date, have implemented little or no 
environmental protections to accommodate the massive increase in toxic waste created.  
 
How did manufacturing get so out of hand in foreign markets? 
 
As a consequence of NAFTA and increased corporate profits, manufacturers who were legally bound to manufacture 
in an environmentally responsible manner in North America, have outsourced jean and clothing manufacturing to 
countries where environmental protections are woefully inadequate and ignored.   
 
With stops in India, the United States, China, Australia, Africa, Indonesia and the United Kingdom, RiverBlue is a 

global expedition granted with the Flag Award from the US based Explorers Club in recognition of the film’s attempt to 
push new ground from an exploration, scientific and public awareness perspective. 
 
RiverBlue showcases interviews with environmentalists, manufacturers and river advocates who are focusing their 

energies towards the avocation of responsible manufacturing, in an effort to reverse the environmental damage that 
the unchecked waste-water has created in the major river systems worldwide.  
 
It’s important to understand that everything is connected and that the toxic waste released into rivers in one part of 
the world, does indeed end up in the fish found in oceans on the opposite side of the earth. 
 
The documentary emphasizes the importance and unprecedented necessity of our rivers to the overall well being of 
the planet and to every living entity that resides there. Although the film profiles some of the threats confronting 



selected major river systems worldwide, it also introduces inspirational pioneers in the world of fashion who are at the 
forefront of eco-responsible manufacturing.  
 
RiverBlue highlights some of the new technology that exists in jean manufacturing designed to conserve water and 

limit the use of toxic chemicals during production. This documentary will showcase designers and brands that aim to 
make positive changes in their manufacturing practices for the betterment of all involved and the environment.  
 
From an advocacy and public involvement perspective, the film encourages people to become conscious consumers 
and to remind us that a dedicated individual or group can make a difference. 
 
Through promoting intense and extensive discussions about “what's next ", in terms of strategies for the wise 

stewardship of our waterways, the film acts as a rallying cry to demand positive reform from the fashion industry.  
 
 
Narrated by clean water supporter Jason Priestley, RiverBlue follows international river conservationist, Mark Angelo, 
on a journey that uncovers the dark side of the fashion industry.  Spanning the globe to infiltrate one of the world’s 
most pollutive industries, and speaking with fashion designers and water protectors world-wide, RIVERBLUE reveals 
stunning and shocking,  images that truly change the way we look at how our clothing is made.  This groundbreaking 
documentary examines the destruction of our rivers, its effect on humanity, and the solutions that inspire hope for a 
sustainable future. An exquisitely crafted, fascinating, emotional and moving documentary turned global agent for 
change. 

 


