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SYNOPSIS
Short Synopsis
What if working together for the good of all was the most common business model? Watch as 
several organizations strive towards building a more cooperative future. By putting humanity 
before the bottom line, they are finding their place in a new economy no longer dominated by 
profits and big business.

Long Synopsis
A New Economy is feature documentary about people making a fresh start towards building 
a new economy. Watch as several organizations move towards a more cooperative future by 
experimenting with open and non-traditional business models. By rewarding human effort fairly 
and proportionately instead of obsessing about the bottom line, these revolutionary businesses are 
creating a more people-friendly future, creating new ways to make money and make it sustainably.

A New Economy features seven interwoven stories. Among them are a small craft-brew coop, a 
peer-to-peer open hardware lab and an urban agricultural social enterprise:

London Brewing Co-op follows five guys who love beer as they jump-start a tasty craft-brew 
cooperative within a local sustainable food ecosystem in London, Ontario. While they face the 
challenges of starting a new business and learning to work together democratically, several 
members are also starting new families while the group wrestles with the day-to-day struggles of 
growing the enterprise to a sustainable size.

Sensorica follows a Romanian laser physicist with a big heart who works collaboratively with 
other high-tech professionals in Montreal, Quebec and around the world to prototype new socially 
responsible technologies while at the same time developing a whole new type of democratic open-
source peer-to-peer organization—the open value network.

Sole Food Street Farms follows a Vancouver, B.C.-based social enterprise transforming the way 
we work and eat by adapting unconventional urban spaces for large-scale food production— with 
a social twist. While hailed by local chefs as the best produce in the city, many of Sole Food’s 
dozens of employees face barriers to traditional employment. Their unique model creates both 
an equitable and fair workplace that understands their needs while producing transformation and 
healing through the creation of a high-quality product.

In addition, a string quartet weaves beautiful music together with conversations on the core 
rewards of cooperation. Other stories examine housing, public spaces and the use of technology 
in building community – all the while blending the economic and social needs of a functioning new 
economy with cooperative values and principles as its base.



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT
I’ve long been fascinated with why, as humans, we don’t more often pursue 
win-win encounters. It seems so simple: I give a gesture of inclusion toward 
you, you give a little toward me, and we find some common ground to work 
together. And yet the reality is more complicated. Working together is hard. It 
requires compromise and no small degree of ability — skills we often lack in our 
competitive-skills-focused world. 

I deeply value what competition brings, yet I long for a society that is more 
focused around a balance of both competition and cooperation. A society 
that is inclusive while still allowing fresh ideas and a sense of progress is 
something I’ve experienced in many places: local community gatherings, 
neighbours helping neighbours, live music performances, and even selfrefereed 
cooperatively-competitive sports. If as humans we can find enjoyment and 
enrichment in these scenarios, why not within the most powerful system we all 
work within—the economy?

This film formed around the question of what a more cooperative world could 
look like. What would it be like if we took the ways that we exchange value 
in business and reshape those patterns toward something more humane? 
What if that system while pursuing progress also stayed connected to its 
local community? What if we could treat business as humans helping humans, 
instead of one group using another?

I’ve known of many of the movements profiled in the film for some time, but 
as we dug in we realized there’s an underground revolution taking place right 
now. For many, the post-Occupy hangover left them feeling both a sense of 
disillusionment with peer-to-peer movements and a fresh hope for what could 
be possible with another try. Others have been working at this a very long time, 
bringing economic change down to the local level, empowering one person at a 
time through co-ops, land trusts and social enterprises.

We went through more than 600 potential case studies in selecting the seven 
included in the film. The new economy world is dynamic and changing fast. My 
hope is that this film can be a catalyst for everyday people to be inspired that 
this new world is something that is open to all—including them. That it doesn’t 
require massive amounts of capital or the support of the most wealthy; that 
right here, today, we can band together and form a new more participatory 
economy ourselves. It’s something that I hope will invite those “outside the 
garden” of the new economy world to take a closer look and bring a fresh spirit 
of collaboration and possibility to those within the new economy movement.



BIOS : FILMMAKERS

Trevor Meier – Director
Trevor Meier is an independent thinker, 
passionate filmmaker and an empathetic 
creative who responds strongly to the 
opportunities and challenges of the wider 
world. Well-travelled, careful and caring, he 
invests deeply in people and their capacity for 
kindness, generosity, creativity and community, 
which to him are true wealth.

Patti Poskitt – Line Producer
Patti Poskitt has extensive experience in 
all aspects of production. A graduate of 
Capilano College’s rigorous Media Program, 
she has worked her way through the ranks 
in production coordination, management 
and all forms of producer titles. She has 
numerous credits in all genres of programming, 
award winning long form documentaries, 
documentary series, music specials and 
independent feature films.

Patti is the president of Second Son 
Productions Inc. and under this banner she 
devotes her expertise to collaboratively 
developing and creatively managing and 
financing film and television productions. 

Grant Baldwin – 
Cinematographer
Grant is a Leo award-winning director, 
cinematographer and editor based in 
Vancouver. His first documentary The Clean Bin 
Project won 9 festival awards and has screened 
around the world. His film Just Eat It: A Food 
Waste Story (Knowledge Network) premiered 
at Hot Docs in 2014; it garnered him the award 
for emerging Canadian filmmaker, screened 
at IDFA (top 20 audience picks), won three 
Leos, was acquired for primetime broadcast 
by MSNBC and hit #2 on the US iTunes 
documentary charts. More recently Grant was 
a cinematographer and aerial specialist on the 
NFB production Metamorphosis as well as the 
hit docs Fractured Land and Nettie’s Wild’s 
Koneline: Our Land Beautiful which won Best 
Canadian Film at Hot Docs 2015.

http://www.secondson.tv/
http://www.secondson.tv/


Filmmakers

Mary M. Frymire – Story Editor
Mary M. Frymire is Director and Development 
Director at La Sirena Pictures Inc. With over 
30 years experience in diverse genres, she has 
developed, directed and produced around 
400 hours of production projects in over 75 
countries, working in 4 different languages 
with fluency in Spanish.

Specializing in character-driven, documentary-
based subjects, she draws on her cross-cultural 
experience when developing and directing 
engaging, visually evocative projects that 
tell compelling stories. Mary is a Film and 
Television graduate of Capilano University, and 
furthered her craft at Simon Fraser University, 
The Banff Centre for the Arts, the London Film 
and Television School, UK. Currently Mary is 
pursuing her MA in Film with Raindance and 
Staffordhire Universtiy. She is also an alumna 
of the Women in the Director’s Chair, Career 
Advancement Module in Vancouver for her 
feature film: ‘Epiphany’.

Mary is represented by Anna Archer of Lucas 
Talent Agency 604.685.0345 anna.archer@
lucastalent.com

Mike McKinlay – 
Cinematographer
Mike McKinlay was born in North Vancouver 
and raised in the Okanagan Valley. During 
his 15 years as a Director of Photography, 
Mike has carved out a respectable niche as 
a cameraman in the Canadian documentary 
scene - working on both social related films 
as well as wildlife and environmental related 
works. Some of his most recent clients have 
included National Geographic, the National 
Film Board of Canada, APTN, Knowledge 
Network, Wilderness Committee, and the 
Pacific Wildlife Foundation.

Carmen Pollard – Editor 
Carmen Pollard brings a combined fifteen 
years experience as a picture and story editor, 
director and visual effects artist. She has 
contributed creatively to many award winning 
performance-based, television, and feature 
film productions including Ninth Floor, Snare, 
Citizen Sam, Dirt,Tropic Thunder, Twilight: 
New Moon, Changling and Crazywater. She is 
currently writing and directing Dear Life, an 
intimate, quirky, character driven documentary 
that explores our loss of a coherent language 
for discussing death. A graduate from Emily 
Carr University of Art and Design, Carmen 
has taught and mentored elementary to 
undergraduate film students in the Kootenays, 
the Yukon, Vancouver (ECUAD), and at the 
acclaimed Women in the Directors Chair 
Workshop in Banff, Alberta. Carmen has been 
nominated for a primetime Emmy, a Gemini 
and five Leo awards including her 2008 win for 
best picture editing on Dirt.

mailto:anna.archer%40lucastalent.com%20?subject=
mailto:anna.archer%40lucastalent.com%20?subject=


BIOS : EXPERTS

Gar Alperovitz
Gar Alperovitz is the author of What Then 
Must We Do, America Beyond Capitalism, The 
Decision to Use the Atomic Bomb, and other 
books on systemic transformation in the United 
States as well as Cold War history. Currently 
Co-Founder of the Democracy Collaborative 
and Co-Chair of its Next System Project, he 
was previously Lionel R. Bauman Professor 
of Political Economy at the University of 
Maryland, and is a former Fellow of Kings 
College, Cambridge University, as well as a 
founding Fellow of both Harvard’s Institute of 
Politics and the Washington, D.C. Institute for 
Policy Studies. Learn more about Gar.

John Fullerton
John Fullerton is the founder and president 
of Capital Institute. He is the author of 
“Regenerative Capitalism: How Universal 
Principles and Patterns Will Shape the New 
Economy,” and a recognized thought leader 
and public speaker on the future of Capitalism. 
He is also an active impact investor through 
his Level 3 Capital Advisors. Previously, he 
was a managing director of JPMorgan where 
he managed multiple capital markets and 
derivatives businesses around the globe 
and then ran the venture investment activity 
of LabMorgan as Chief Investment Officer 
through the merger with Chase Manhattan 
Bank in 2001. John is a co-founder and director 
of holistic ranch management company 
Grasslands, LLC, and a director of New Day 
Farms, Inc. and the Savory Institute. In spring 
2014, he was humbled to receive a nomination 
to the Club of Rome; he is now a full member.

“The Future of Finance” blog

Regenerative Capitalism Framework & White 
Paper

Richard Sennett
Richard Sennett has explored how individuals 
and groups make social and cultural sense 
of material facts -- about the cities in which 
they live and about the labour they do. He 
focuses on how people can become competent 
interpreters of their own experience, despite 
the obstacles society may put in their way. 
His research entails ethnography, history, and 
social theory. As a social analyst, Mr. Sennett 
continues the pragmatist tradition begun by 
William James and John Dewey.

Most recently, Mr. Sennett has explored more 
positive aspects of labor in The Craftsman 
[2008], and in Together: The Rituals, Pleasures 
and Politics of Cooperation [2012]. The third 
volume in this trilogy, The Open City, will 
appear in 2016. 

Among other awards, Richard Sennett has 
received the Hegel and Spinoza Prizes and 
an honorary degree from the University of 
Cambridge. Learn more about Richard.

http://www.garalperovitz.com
http://capitalinstitute.org/blog/
http://capitalinstitute.org/regenerative-capitalism/
http://capitalinstitute.org/regenerative-capitalism/
http://www.richardsennett.com/site/senn/templates/home.aspx?pageid=1&cc=gb


BIOS : CAST

Loomio
When Occupy Wall Street started in October 2011, it inspired Ben to 
join the local Occupy camp in Wellington, New Zealand. Ben says the 
movement “really moved” him because he is passionate about the failure 
of neo-liberalism and capitalism based only on profit maximization. Ben 
and his co-founders were drawn to how the Occupy movement was a 
“bottom-up” movement/model, but at the same time they saw its the 
limitation of a collective decision-making process based entirely on face-
to-face meetings. So the impetus to build Loomio began – it is a tool that 
anyone can use to make decisions collaboratively, without being in the 
same place at the same time.

Loomio is now being used by more than 100,000 people in 93 countries 
and 31 languages. On a given month, about 2,000 groups are active 
on Loomio. Most groups using Loomio tend to be made up of 150-
200 people, though some groups have 500-1000 members. City 
governments have used it for collaborative policy development; it has 
been used in democratic schools (in the UK and Hungary) so parents, 
teachers and students can make decisions collaboratively. See the Yes 
Magazine article.

London Brewing Co-Operative
The London Brewing Co-operative is a nano-sized worker-owned co-
operative incorporated in November 2013. The team of five worker-
owners have been brewing for close to a decade and have experienced 
a tremendously positive response to their beer. The brewery was started 
as a proof of concept for bringing locally brewed and locally sourced 
beer into the Old East Village of London, Ontario. They create small 
batch beers that utilize as local-as-possible and as organic-as-possible 
ingredients—a truly local beer. The locavore movement is continually 
strengthening its reach and appeal to today’s food savvy consumers. 
London Brewing Co-op is possibly the only Ontario brewery to use either 
Ontario grown and malted organic barley or locally grown hops in all of 
their beers. The co-op places quality over quantity and produces a pint 
that is best served over conversation. It is a pint brewed by Londoners 
who are committed to the city and the communities that exist inside it 
and the communities that surround it.

http://www.yesmagazine.org/new-economy/how-a-worker-owned-tech-startup-found-investors-and-kept-its-values-20160426
http://www.yesmagazine.org/new-economy/how-a-worker-owned-tech-startup-found-investors-and-kept-its-values-20160426


Sensorica
My physical body breathes and feeds most of its time in Montreal, 
Canada and most of my activities are deployed through the world wide 
web.

My values come from a traditional Romanian family, rooted at the feet 
of the Carpatien mountains, who lived a modest material life, idolizing 
figures of high morality and intellect. My thinking was shaped by the 
study of applied physics at the University of Montreal and later at 
Sherbrooke University, as well as by the study of epistemology, at the 
University of Quebec in Montreal.

The fire that burns in me nowadays is peer production and p2p 
economics.

Sensorica came out of my guts during the 2008 financial crisis, 
as a visceral response to the injustice and the inefficiencies of our 
financialized economic system that were made evident by this event. 
After 2 years of incubation, I co-founded Sensorica towards the end of 
2010, with a co-worker from McGill University, Ivan Pavlov, and an old 
friend from University, Francois Bergeron. This project demonstrates 
how open networks can fulfill functions such as innovation, production 
and distribution of goods and services, making obsolete the classical 
corporation, the last bastion of socioeconomic tyranny. Learn more 
about Tibi.

Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee
Sabina Ali arrived in Canada in June 2008 from India by way of Saudi 
Arabia, where she had worked as a teacher. She and her husband 
rented an apartment in the Thorncliffe Park neighbourhood. Unlike 
some tower neighbourhoods, Thorncliffe Park, designed in the 1970s 
for 12,000 residents, doesn’t have much open space. Yet today it is 
home to a population over 30,000 — one third of whom are school-age 
children. Casual conversation quickly snowballed into action. Ali and 
the Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee (or TPWC, as it is now known) 
successfully lobbied for a new playground.

Not content to stop there, the TPWC, which Ali now chairs, started 
to think about how to animate the park in other ways. “As a group of 
women, we thought of how to bring the immigrants, especially the 
women; we wanted to empower them,” she says.

In June of 2009, TPWC launched an experiment: a weekly Friday night 
South Asian-style market in the park with food, clothing, and other goods 
for sale by area residents. “We started the first market with five vendors, 
and there was a very great response. The park was full of people, and 
it’s really transformed.” The U.S. advocacy group City Parks Alliance has 
named Thorncliffe Park a “Frontline Park,” the first time the honour has 
been bestowed in Canada. Learn more about Thorncliffe Park Women’s 
Committee.

Cast

http://www.sensorica.co/home/about-us/tiberius-brastaviceanu
http://www.tpwomenscomm.org


The Red Victorian
Jessy Kate Schingler’s work is focused on new approaches to social 
institutions, with an emphasis on commons-based and co-creative 
systems. She is a founder of the Embassy Network, a collective of people 
and places focused on intentional living and experimentation. Through 
the Embassy Network she has helped to start several mixed-use co-living 
spaces in San Francisco and abroad, including the Embassy SF and the 
Red Victorian. She is also a founder of the Ministry of Housing, a platform 
cooperative to enable a global, fluid housing layer for the new world. Talk 
to her about autonomous collectives, collaborative finance, real estate, 
new economies, corporate forms, and software development. She is an 
advisor to Open Door Development Group, and a member of the Enspiral 
network.

Sole Food Street Farms
Sole Food Street Farms is the inspirational organization made up of 
residents in the notorious Low Track in Vancouver, British Columbia—
one of the worst urban slums in North America—who joined together to 
create an urban farm as a means of addressing the chronic problems in 
their neighborhood. It is a story of recovery, of land and food, of people, 
and of the power of farming and nourishing others as a way to heal our 
world and ourselves.

During the past seven years, Sole Food Street Farms—now one of 
North America’s largest urban farm projects—has transformed acres 
of vacant and contaminated land into city farms that grow artisan-
quality fruits and vegetables. The Sole Food project has empowered 
dozens of individuals who are managing addiction and chronic mental 
health problems by providing jobs, agricultural training, and inclusion 
in a community of farmers and food lovers. Sole Food’s mission is to 
encourage small farms in every urban neighborhood so that good food 
can be accessible to all, and to do so in a manner that allows everyone to 
participate in the process.

Author-photographer-farmer Michael Ableman, the cofounder and 
director of Sole Food Street Farms, is one of the early visionaries of 
the urban agriculture movement. In his book Street Farm, Ableman 
chronicles the challenges, growth, and success of this groundbreaking 
project and presents compelling portraits of the neighborhood residents-
turned-farmers whose lives have been touched by it. Throughout, he also 
weaves his philosophy and insights about food and farming, as well as 
the fundamentals that are the underpinnings of success for both rural 
and urban farms.

Sole Food Street Farms inspires individuals and communities everywhere 
by providing a clear vision for combining innovative farming methods 
with concrete social goals, all of which aim to create healthier and more 
resilient communities.

Cast



Borealis String Quartet
“With its intense, focused style of playing, drawing the maximum 
expression from every phrase, the quartet presents itself as a group 
of star players, the energy radiating from them like the stars.”  
– Calgary Herald

“The youthful Borealis String Quartet plays with a passion I haven’t 
heard since the heyday of the fabled Budapest Quartet in the 1950s.”
– Music at Kohl Mansion, Burlingame, CA

One of the most dynamic and exciting world-class ensembles of its 
generation, the Borealis String Quartet has received international critical 
acclaim as an ensemble praised for its fiery performances, passionate 
style, and refined, musical interpretation. Founded in Vancouver, British 
Columbia in the fall of 2000 and rapidly establishing a stellar reputation, 
the Borealis has toured extensively in North America Europe and Asia and 
performed to enthusiastic sold-out audiences in major cities, including 
New York, Washington, DC, Los Angeles, San Francisco, Rome, Mainz, 
Shanghai, Taipei, Beijing, Toronto, Montreal, Ottawa and, of course, in their 
home town of Vancouver.

The Borealis has continued to receive awards and rave accolades from 
presenters, renowned musicians and critics alike for their artistry. The 
Borealis was the only classical group to be selected for the Great Canadian 
Dream Competition which was televised across the nation and as a result, 
were the only classical musicians to perform for the Prime Minister of 

Canada at the Parliament Hill in Ottawa for an audience of over 75,000. 
Since then, they have performed on every music series in Canada. Amongst 
other awards, their most recent CD was also nominated for the prestigious 
Golden Melody Award in Asia.

The quartet is frequently seen on television and heard on CBC Radio and 
other stations across North America and Asia. The Borealis has also filmed 
music videos including “The Harp” which were debuted at the Vancouver 
International Film Festival and often broadcast on Bravo Television and the 
Knowledge Network. Exploring a synergy of classical, fusion, folk and world 
music, the Borealis has recorded seven CDs which feature the great classics 
as well as music written especially for them.

Although the Borealis feels strongly committed to the great traditional 
quartet literature, they actively seek to promote new works and are strong 
advocates of Canadian music, with quartets by R. Murray Schafer, Omar 
Daniels, John Stetch and Peter Tiefenbach among others in their repertory. 
They have also worked closely with and commissioned music from 
Bramwell Tovey, Imant Raminsh, Kelly-Marie Murphy, and John Oliver to 
name a few.

In addition to performance, the Borealis has frequently served as jury 
members for competitions and most recently at the 2012 E- Gre National 
Competition. The Borealis was the String Quartet- in-Residence at the 
University of British Columbia for over 10 years and as Visiting Scholars at 
Green College from 2000-2004 during whcih time they often performed 
for dignitaries including the Dalai Lama.

They have also been invited to be the the Quartet in Residence at 
numerous festivals and universities across North America, Mexico, Europe 
and Asia. From 2012, the Borealis has been the String Quartet-in-Residence 
at the Casalmaggiore International Music Festival in Italy. Beginning 
September, 2014, the Borealis will be the Quartet in Residence at Kwantlen 
University in Langley, BC.

The Borealis String Quartet would like to acknowledge the generous 
support of the Canada Council and the BC Arts Council. We are grateful for 
the financial assistance given to further our artistic ambitions and vision as 
well as enable us bring Canadian music and culture to audiences abroad.

“ ...combination of superb musicality and impressive technique...
Energy- charged, yet still full of nuance, they take the audience on an 
unforgettable ride “
– Winnipeg News
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CREDITS
Domain7 Studios presents A New Economy, produced with the support of Credit Unions of BC.

Executive Producer: Trevor Meier

Line Producer: Patti Poskitt

Original Score by: Brent Belke

Cinematographers: Grant Baldwin, Ian Kerr, Mike McKinlay

Editors: Bob Landry and Carmen Pollard

Story Editors: Mary Frymire and Barry Gray

Sound Design: Kevin Hamilton

Written by: Trevor Meier

Produced by: Melanie Wood and Trevor Meier

Directed by: Trevor Meier

With the participation of the Province of British Columbia and Film Incentive BC.

Featuring:

Gar Alperovitz

Richard Sennett

John Fullerton

Jessy Kate Schlinger (Red Victorian)

Tiberius Brastaviceanu (Sensorica)

Michael Ableman (Sole Food Street Farms)

Sabina Ali (Thorncliffe Park Women’s Committee)

Ben Knight (Loomio)


