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Logline

A teenager's reality is challenged after losing his sight in a near fatal experience.

Synopsis

17-year-old LUKE and his older brother TRAVIS are involved in a serious car accident. They are 

rushed to The Hotel Dieu hospital’s emergency ward, where Luke is told his vision may be perma-

nently impaired. 

Following the accident, the film moves in and out of Luke’s present and past while he copes with 

his new circumstances. Forced to adapt and contemplate, his confidence and character are 

challenged. 

As trauma swirls around him, Luke dwells in vivid memories of his past and hopes for his future. 

The hospital medical staff are optimistic, but as Luke reluctantly begins therapy sessions, his 

family braces him for the worst. 

AlthoughAlthough Luke’s time at the Hotel Dieu is riddled with medical appointments and tests he      

eventually meets JADE, a fellow patient who takes an interest.  Travis, Jade and his therapist    

DR. LAWRENCE all attempt to help Luke persevere.

"A GENTLE AND HAUNTING TALE…”
- KATE YORGA PROGRAMMER, NIAGARA INTEGRATED FILM FESTIVAL



DIRECTOR’S STATEMENT

AA drama riddled with youthful existentialism and physical disability was a huge challenge 

and very ambitious project to undertake as a first picture; but having worked on several 

features and shorts over the first few years of my career, I felt ready to enter the Canadian 

film industry as a fledgling director. The script’s pages had a life to them that everyone felt 

throughout pre production, and as photography completed and I am thrilled we were able 

to bring those moments to life. 

WhetherWhether we were on screen, behind a camera, holding a grip stand against a clay coat, 

printing fake diplomas and name tags, laughing, fighting, crying, punching, slapping, wran-

gling screaming kids, setting up breakfast and making coffee, rolling down halls on stretch-

ers (and pushing them) or floating at the bottom of a swimming pool, painting walls, taking 

notes, lighting halls and windows, pulling focus, taping mics and dodging boom shadows, 

making fake scabs and scars, yelling at people to be quiet, putting on powder and “lip and 

eye stuff", tracking down sunglasses, and dressing up people, staying on time (or trying to 

get back on schedule), praying that a couple cars would crash perfectly... we all showed 

up day in and day out, gave it our everything, and have made something we all can be 

proud of.

We were well fed, well dressed, and (at least the cast) looked amazing day in and day out. 

I am confident Fourgrounds, the crew, the cast and everyone involved in this passionate 

production are all proud of the work that has made it onto screen.

You only get to make your first film once. The 

Hotel Dieu is my first foray into the wonderful 

world of visual storytelling and cinema. As a 

truly independent project, the opportunity to 

create a film from concept to completion on 

our own terms, is an honor and a personal 

milestone for myself and many of the people 

involved in the pinvolved in the production.

The film contains many aspects of my personal identity. Moments of my past, present and 

future are woven throughout the frames of the film and yet it certainly maintains its own 

originality and personality. 



CAST

     ANDREW ROTILIO “LUKE”
With roots in Toronto, Ontario, Andrew began his acting career starring in a number of short films, 

one of which, “Happy Days”, won Best Film at the 48 GO GREEN film festival. He has appeared 

in the TV series “Cold Blood”, and recently starred as the lead in the video for Nelly Furtado’s hit 

single “Is Anybody Out There.” “The Hotel Dieu” is Andrew’s latest project, and first feature film 

role, and simultaneous to shooting, he is producing his own independent documentary.

    CHARLIE HAMILTON “TRAVIS”
CharlieCharlie Hamilton is a Toronto based, Ottawa, Ontario born actor. After completing a graduate 

degree in screenwriting, he studied film production, which lead him to freelance writing for the 

popular horror magazine Fangoria. He went on to work for a commercial production company, 

where he began acting classes. With no prior acting experience, he was self-represented and 

began auditions 6 months after his introduction. After that he has landed roles in several viral 

music videos, short films, commercials, and most recently, the lead in a gothic horror feature, 

Delerium.



     JESSICA SIEGNER “JADE”
Born and raised in the small town of Belleville, Ontario, Jessica Siegner began her acting journey 

at a young age. At merely eight years old, Jessica played a lead role in the musical ‘Rats’. From 

there, she developed a passion for film and television acting, and is currently living in Toronto, 

pursuing her dreams.

    BOB DOUGLAS “DR. LAWRENCE”
Bob Douglas is a native of small town Ontario and currently lives in St Catharines with his wife 

Terri, and cat Jessie.  He is a retired banker and part time philosopher in search of unique chal-

lenges and experiences in life.  His role as "Dr. John Lawrence" in "The Hotel Dieu" was his first role 

in a full-length feature film, but will surely not be his last, as he brought  much interest and depth 

to his character.



CREW

     ADRIAN THIESSEN - DIRECTOR
HailingHailing from the east coast of Canada and a graduate from Brock University’s Program of Film 

Study, Adrian brings creativity and innovation to every film project he is apart of. His first student 

film “Bryan Bryan” won  an “Audience Choice” and “Judges Award”, and as a producer on the 

recent film “Without Ward” Adrian was working with Academy Award winner Martin Landau, 

Alexis Dziena, and Michael Gladis. As Director, Producer and Writer for his first feature film “The 

Hotel Dieu”, Adrian ensured it was a flawless production from paper concept to the screen.

    KRISTEN NATER - PRODUCER
AA Niagara local from Port Colborne, Ontario, Kristen holds an Honours BA in Communications 

Policy, as well as an Honours diploma in TV Broadcast/Media Production from Mohawk College. 

Kristen began his career at CBC Television’s Studio and Remote Productions Department, where 

he forged his professional skill set as a broadcast technician specializing in camera operating, 

broadcast graphics and audio/lighting. He has acted as producer on the feature “Without 

Ward” directed by Cory Cataldo, and most recently brought his creative and technical exper-

tise to “The Hotel Dieu” where he was cinematographer as well as producer.



     MICHAEL KRASNAY - PRODUCER
BoBorn just down the street from “Hollywood North”, Michael is a graduate from the prestigious art 

school, Sheridan College, where he studied film. Michael began in the industry as a cinematog-

rapher for commercials and music videos. With his keen eye for visual aesthetics and story tell-

ing, he then joined up with Fourgrounds in 2010 in hopes of creating films for the silver screen. 

Since then, Michael has been responsible for bringing directors, writers and producers to the 

Fourgrounds circle. These filmmakers’ works have ranged from micro indies to TIFF showcases. 

Just recently, Michael produced and co-wrote his first feature film “The Hotel Dieu”, while still 

leaving his visual stamp in the lighting of the film.

“A FIRST FEATURE…
AND SURPRISINGLY ACCOMPLISHED.”

- WHISTLER FILM FESTIVAL



AWARDS
ST. Tropez International Film Festival
Winner - 2015 Best Producer of a Feature Film
Nomination - 2015 Best Feature Film
Nomination - 2015 Best Director
Nomination - 2015 Talented New Director

Niagara Integrated Film FestivalNiagara Integrated Film Festival
Winner - 2015 Niagara Rises Best Feature
Winner - 2015 RBC Emerging Artist (Adrian Thiessen)

Portsmouth International Film Festival
Winner - 2015 Best Director in a Feature
Winner - 2015 Best Supporting Actress in a Feature (Jessica Siegner)
Nomination - 2015 Best Feature
Nomination - 2015 Best ActorNomination - 2015 Best Actor
Nomination 2015 Best Feature Screenplay

Talinn Black Nights Fil Festival
Nomination - 2015 Best Film
Nomination - 2015 Best Youth Film

Whistler Film Festival
Nomination - Borsos Competition for Best Canadian Feature

RADIORADIO
News Talk 610 CKTB - Tim Dennis in the Morning
On May 20th, 2015, Producer Michael Krasnay was on the Tim Dennis Morning Show.

TELEVISION
Global News - The Morning Show
On June 19th, 2015, Director Adrian Thiessen was on the Global News Morning show discussing 
the Hotel DIeu having its Canadian premiere at NIFF.
http://globalnews.ca/video/2064280/niagara-integrated-film-festivalhttp://globalnews.ca/video/2064280/niagara-integrated-film-festival

PRESS
Whistler Film Festival 2015 Interview - eFilmCritic (December 05, 2015)
Whistler Film Festival 2015 Interview: THE HOTEL DIEU director Adrian Thiessen
http://www.efilmcritic.com/feature.php?feature=3878

The Hotel Dieu Wins NIFF Prizes - Playback Online (June 22, 2015)
The sophomoThe sophomore edition of the food, film and wine festival unveiled the names of the winning 
films on Sunday.
http://playbackonline.ca/2015/06/22/cocksure-lads-the-hotel-dieu-win-niff-prizes/

My Pelham - Online Community (May 20, 2015)
Press release to mypelham.com announcing the successes of The Hotel Dieu.
http://mypelham.com/events/hotel-dieu-succeeds-internationally-prior-canadian-premiere

PRESS, RADIO & AWARDS



"Krasnay’s Case Study" - Film Army (April 05, 2013)

Behind the scenes introspective on the creation process of The Hotel Dieu. The blog follows the 
film making team during the production process of the film, including interviews, articles and 
podcasts. Produced by Michael Krasnay, featured on Film Army. 
http://www.blog.filmarmy.ca/tag/krasnays-case-study/

"Downtown in film crews' sights" - St. Catharines Standard (August 13, 2013)

A look at The Hotel Dieu film and Nikkita in pA look at The Hotel Dieu film and Nikkita in production within the city of St. Catharines.
http://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/2013/08/13/downtown-in-film-crews-sights

"Cameras and action in downtown St. Catharine" St. Catharines Standard (August 25, 2013)

This article discusses the ideal location St. Catharines is for film and TV production with a focus 
on the two major productions happening in the city, The Hotel Dieu and Nikita.
http://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/2013/08/24cameas-and-ation-in-downtown-st-catharines

"Fourgrounds focusing on a Niagara feature film" - St. Catharines Standard (July 16, 2013)

A Focus on The Hotel Dieu production on site at the hospital. This article discusses the growth of A Focus on The Hotel Dieu production on site at the hospital. This article discusses the growth of 

the company to the location selection and art direction.

http://www.stcatharinesstandard.ca/2013/07/16/fourgrounds-focusing-on-a-niagara-feature-film

Fourgrounds Focusing on a Feature Film - St. Catharines Standard

“The“The hall inside the closed St. Catharines hospital is bleak and sweltering. But soon, this second 
floor of the former Hotel Dieu structure on Ontario St. will be transformed. Early next month, it’ll 
be re-purposed as a small-town hospital where a youth fights for his emotional life following a 
tragedy.” 

Fourgrounds Media Presents “The Hotel Dieu”,  Newsinportcolborne.com

“Local“Local production studio, Fourgrounds Media Inc., is thrilled to announce pre-production has 
begun on their first fully independent feature film. The film, to be directed by FG President Adrian 
Thiessen, is also co-written by Thiessen, Michael Krasnay, and VanessaThibeault. Shooting for the 
full-length picture is scheduled this summer at various locations in the Niagara region.” read 
more
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NURSES
James Vorstenbosch

Tracy Bush

Aaron Calder

Avishek Banerjree

Jordan Rowe

PARAMEDICSPARAMEDICS
Aaron Calder

Carolyn Chandler-Hill

Tracey Groszeibl

OLDER LADY PATIENT
Elisa Spinosa

CAFETERIA JANITOR
Jerry GrazianiJerry Graziani

CAFETERIA SERVERS
Rick Fast

Ryan Rivando

LUKE’S FATHER
Brian Simpson

BIRTHDAY KIDS
TTalon Queffelec

Avery Queffelec

Sade Johnson

Marcus Johnson

Antonio Johnson

Simon Johnson

PARTY CROWD
Barsin AghajanBarsin Aghajan

Nicole Dewberry

James Vorstenbosch

Michael Krasnay

Vanessa Thibeault

Sarah Howcroft

Mike M’Gean

Lindsay Gray

Nancy Kapodistrias

Lori Farrell

Matt Ray Smith

Danny Fast

Shane Turner

John Summersides the XIVJohn Summersides the XIV

Ryan Rivando

Adrian Jancsi

Cait Wind

Zach Esau

Abby White

Jordan Rowe

Barbara HamiltonBarbara Hamilton

Peter Hamilton

Sabrina Ballard

Jessica Marchese

Lucia Leone

Kelli Himann

Terence Fowler

Dave SithDave Sith

Matt Kyle

Bob Van Der Zalm

Denise Dunn

Tyler Nicol

Riley Jensen

FIGHT FIT COMMERCIAL
Roana Roana Wu

Terence Fowler

Party Puker
Dave Shaw

New Patient
Michael Krasnay

Patient
GGreg Willis 

Cait Wind

CREDITS

CAST

LUKE
Andrew Rotilio

JADE
Jessica Siegner

TRAVIS
Charlie HamiltonCharlie Hamilton

DR. LAWRENCE
Bob Douglas

SUSAN
Jean Souter

DR. HARRIS
Adam Bosak

DAWNDAWN
Wendy Glazier

JENNIFER
Lisa Kovack

YOUNG LUKE
Milo Boccinfuso

YOUNG TRAVIS
Luka Luka Vujic

RECEPTIONIST
Deanna Jones

SCOTT
Gilian Wetherald

JESS
Madryn McCabe

MAKE OUT GIRLMAKE OUT GIRL
Kasey Dunn



EDITED BY
Barsin Aghajan

PRODUCTION MANAGER
Kristen Nater

FIRST ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
James Vorstenbosch

SECOND ASSISTANT DIRECTORSECOND ASSISTANT DIRECTOR
Sarah Howcroft

ASSOCIATE PRODUCERS
Thomas Madej

Tobias Wiegand

PRODUCTION SOUND MIXER
Paolo Di Teodoro

ADDITIONAL EDITORSADDITIONAL EDITORS
Adrian Thiessen 

Rick Fast

PRODUCTION COORDINATOR
Lianne Dewberry

PRODUCTION ACCOUNTING
Grant Thornton LLP

PRODUCTION ACCOUNTANTPRODUCTION ACCOUNTANT
James Brennan, CPA, CA

PRODUCTION FINANCE 
& LEGAL
Brian Simpson

CAMERA OPERATOR
Barsin Aghajan

Kristen NaterKristen Nater

UNDERWATER CAMERA 
OPERATOR
Angel Navarro

CREW

DIRECTED BY 
Adrian Thiessen

WRITTEN BY
Michael Krasnay

Adrian Thiessen

VVanessa Thibeault

PRODUCED BY
Kristen Nater

Adrian Thiessen

Michael Krasnay

Brian Simpson

EXECUTIVE PRODUCER
Peter Peter Taras

George Thiessen

Laura Thiessen

Thomas Nater

Nora Nater

John Nater

Francine Blackburn

Mike BlackbuMike Blackburn

Joan Blackburn

Norbert Gieger

Gail Gieger

Jeff Chesebrough

The Pixelnauts

Chris Iacobucci

Alex GolebiowskiAlex Golebiowski

Nick Dipietro

Angelo Nitsopoulous

John Verral

DIRECTOR OF PHOTOGRAPHY
Kristen Nater

PRODUCTION DESIGNER
RRyan Rivando

VISUAL EFFECTS SUPERVISOR
Rick Fast

SOUND EDITOR
Paolo Di Teodoro

DATA MANAGEMENT 
TECHNICIAN
Rick Fast

ART DIRECTION
Ryan Rivando

SET DESIGN & DECORATION
RRyan Rivando

Rick Fast

Barsin Aghajan

WARDROBE SUPERVISOR
Cait Wind

Katie Robertson

ASSISTANT AUDIO MIXER
TTaylor Doherty

GAFFER
Michael Krasnay

KEY GRIP
Angel Navarro

MAKEUP ARTIST
Kathleen Johnson

SECOND MAKEUP ARTISTSECOND MAKEUP ARTIST
Victoria Jaski

Lianne Dewberry

SPECIAL EFFECTS MAKEUP
Sam Del Duca

PROPS MASTER
Ryan Rivando

PRODUCTION ASSISTANTSPRODUCTION ASSISTANTS
Brandon Lee

Zach Esau

John Summersides the XIV

Brendan Roesler

Jorge Lazcano

Adrian Jancsi

CREDITS



CREDITS

Brian York

Terence Fowler

Antica Pizzeria & Ristorante

Hetty Lavoie

Larry Lavoie

Deborah Blackburn

Linda ThiessenLinda Thiessen

Suzanne Veenstra

Nancy Kapodistrias

Andrea Lavoie

Steve Boese

Linda Fast

Irwin Fast

Larry KoopLarry Koop

Lorraine Koop

Marina Aghajan

Maurice Aghajan

Frank Merino

Mary Krasnay

Anson Nater

CRAFT SERVICES
Kitchen Made

Greg Willis

COLOUR BY
Alter Ego Inc

COLOURIST 
TTricia Hagoriles

COLOUR COORDINATORS
Rick Fast

Kristen Nater

VISUAL EFFECTS
Fourgrounds Media Inc

VISUAL EFFECTS SUPERVISOR
Rick FastRick Fast

STUNT VEHICLE MECHANIC 
SERVICES
Baker’s Auto & Jeep

SPECIAL THANKS TO
Walker Industries

Mountainview Homes

WWilliam F. Whites

Boggio Pharmacy

Boggio Family

Thorold Auto Parts & Recyclers

Baker’s Auto & Jeep

YWCA St. Catharines

Cindi Pohonick-Talbot

GeoGeorge Emerick

Kevin Krasnay 

Louisa Krasnay

Thomas Nater

Nora Nater

Frank Seravalle

Zach Baker

“SURPRISINGLY WISE WHEN IT COMES
TO MATTERS OF THE HEART…”

- WHISTLER FILM FESTIVAL


