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Moon Point’s slow ride brings filmmakers to
Toronto
MOON POINT FEBRUARY 2, 2012 BY: SARAH GOPAUL

“Moon Point (http://www.moonpointmovie.com/index.html)
" is a bit of an odd addition to the road trip movie category
since the destination is just a few towns over. But going
eight km/h can stretch 250 km into a four-day journey of
strange encounters and internal conflicts.

If you asked his family, they'd all tell you Darryl (Nick
McKinlay) is a loser. He’s 23 years old, lives at home and
has done nothing with his life since graduating high school.
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Video: Moon Point trailer
(http://www.examiner.com/video/moon-
point-trailer)

Location: AMC Metropolis 24

His only out-of-house activity was volunteering, which is how he met his best friend Femur (Kyle Mac). Then,
unexpectedly, the opportunity arises for him to reunite with the girl he's loved since he was 10 - Sarah Cherry
(Kristen Gutoskie). Now a B-movie actress, he learns she's shooting a movie at nearby Moon Point and
declares that Sarah will be his date to his smug cousin's wedding that weekend. With no driver's licence, Darryl
convinces Femur to pull him there in a wagon hitched to his modified electric wheelchair. Along the way Kristin
(Paula Brancati) joins them, turning their duo into a trio and giving rise to tensions that have been bubbling
below the surface for some time.

In addition to being a quirky road trip movie, “Moon Point” is also a
coming of age story - except the protagonist is already twenty-something.
However, he's still dependent on his mother and delivering papers is the
closest thing he has to a job, so he is desperately in need of some
growing up. His supposed belief that conforming by getting a job is akin
to Nazism is no longer an adequate excuse. Darryl's stunted ambition is
made even more obvious by Femur's desire for higher education and his
cousin's career achievements at the same age.

It’s not long before the audience realizes Darryl is a kind of a jerk. His
social awkwardness has nurtured a cynical, sarcastic personality that
alienates any possibility of expanding his circle of friends or liking his
character. This realization makes it difficult to become invested in the
film. In addition, the random animations that express Darryl’s more
sensitive side are cute but disassociate those feelings from his character.
Fortunately the movie is rescued by the increased screen time of Femur
and Kristin, who are not only more likeable, but also more interesting
than Darryl.

Like any road trip committed to screen, the travellers meet a variety of
peculiar and disturbing characters. They include: an innkeeper who
requires anti-psychotic pills and enjoys Russian roulette; a man dressed
in a banana suit, driving a snowplough to an AA meeting; and a karaoke
enthusiast with a very big gun. In between, the musketeers become
distanced from each other, emotionally and physically, as revelations

about their relationships and feelings emerge.

If you’re like Darryl and you have “the attention span of a Ritalin kid in a toy store,” “Moon Point” may not be the
film for you. But if you’re willing to dig a little deeper for the occasional shiny moment, definitely give it a shot
and throw your support behind this film (https://www.facebook.com/MoonPointMovie#!/MoonPointMovie?
sk=app_4949752878) .

Opening in Toronto (https://www.facebook.com/events/151586954952505/) Feb. 3 at AMC Yonge & Dundas,
there will be a Q&A with filmmakers and cast following evening screenings on Feb. 3 and 4, as well as a
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special screening (https://www.facebook.com/events/274093852649705/) and Q&A Feb. 2 at The Royal
(http://www.theroyal.to/) followed by a post-screening party at Revival.

Director: Sean Cisterna (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1439785/)

Starring: Nick McKinlay (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm3036377/) , Paula Brancati
(http://www.imdb.com/name/nm1273957/) and Kyle Mac (http://www.imdb.com/name/nm2830921/)

Sarah Gopaul, Toronto Film Examiner
Sarah Gopaul is a film enthusiast that realized the power of cinema when she first saw 12 Angry
Men as a pre-teen. Discovering a passion and talent for writing rather than filmmaking, she
earned a Bachelor of Journalism from Ryerson University then a Bachelor of Arts in Film Studies
at York...
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