Cowboy Christmas – Various Synopsis/Loglines

Logline - In the two weeks leading up to Independence Day there are over 30 rodeos in 19 states, with a
combined purse of over $3 Million Dollars. The film follows six steer riders as they attempt to win a lot
of money in the two weeks known as "Cowboy Christmas".
Logline - “Cowboy Christmas” follows four professional rodeo cowboys (steer wrestlers) as they travel
the rodeo circuit in the two weeks leading up to the Fourth of July, looking for rodeo fame and fortune.
The two weeks before the Fourth of July are unofficially called Cowboy Christmas, because there are 65
rodeos across 25 states and that many chances for the cowboys to win money.
Short Synopsis:
Rodeos are woven into the cultural fabric of the American West. They are held in small towns and
bustling cities from Arizona to North Dakota, in high schools and colleges, in Louisiana parishes and rural
communities across all of the US. In professional rodeo, cowboys travel a year-long circuit, participating
in the 150 year-old tradition of bucking broncs and roping calves, hoping to grab their share of rodeo
fame and fortune. Cowboy Christmas is a 75-minute documentary following contemporary cowboys as
they travel this circuit, driving for hundreds of miles a day to get a seconds-long chance at their dream.
Long Synopsis:
Rodeos are woven into the cultural fabric of the American West and are held in small towns and bustling
cities from Arizona to North Dakota, and beyond. Professional rodeo cowboys travel a year-long circuit
of these rodeos, participating in a 150 year-old tradition, hoping to grab their share of fame and fortune.
Cowboy Christmas is a 75-minute documentary following four of these modern-day cowboys as they
drive for miles and miles to get a seconds-long chance at their dream. In the two weeks leading up to
Independence Day-the Fourth of July, there are over 30 rodeos in 19 states, with a combined purse of
over $3million. Because a rider can win a lot of money, these two weeks are informally and
affectionately dubbed Cowboy Christmas. The documentary follows four cowboys making this trip, with
each traveling over 2000 miles in eight days, in pickup trucks pulling trailers hauling horses, feed, other
cowboys, and lots of desire to win. These cowboys are steer wrestlers who jump from a running horse to
a running steer and wrestle it to the ground. The cowboys talk about injuries, driving, care for horses,
and money: losing it, winning it and just breaking even. They describe strategy, camaraderie, and the
mental game they play to win. And they wrestle steers-from Santa Fe, New Mexico to Oakley, Utah, and
places in between. They win, they lose, and their passion for rodeo never wanes. They are cowboys, that
most American icon, living their dreams, following the tradition of Western life, while risking broken
bones, lost personal relationships and overdrawn bank accounts as they go down the road to the next
arena, the next steer, their next chance at the American Dream.

