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Georgia Straight, “Canadian Films: Vanessa Crouch stars in FSM, one of several indie gems being screened at the 
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MOVIES FEATURES 

Vanessa Crouch turns the tables on EDM and 
Vancouver’s dating scene 
Homegrown music,  dat ing,  and the ci ty  i tself  are front and centre in FSM—all  of  i t  
f rom a woman’s perspect ive.  

by Lucy Lau on April 13th, 2016 at 4:30 PM 

Vanessa Crouch isn’t one to shy away from affection, though we’re willing to bet that her debut 
feature role in Vancouver’s little-film-that-could, FSM, may have had a bit more intimacy in store 
than she bargained for. 

“There were some quite emotional scenes in there, which are always difficult to sort of get into 
it,” she recalls, sitting down with the Straight alongside FSM director Melanie Jones at a 
Chinatown café. “But the sexual content in there as well was new and challenging, and ‘How do I 
do that and not get awkward?’ ” 

FSM, its title online-dating-speak for “female seeking male”, stars the Australian-born actor—
sans twang, thanks to a childhood partially spent in Calgary—as Samantha, a 20-something DJ 
killing it in Vancouver’s underground electronic scene. Not so hot, however, is Sam’s love life, 
which leads the disillusioned part-time teacher by day to the Interweb in search of a connection 
that’ll last longer than her most recent half-hearted hook-up. (“I don’t think it even counted,” she 
later tells her stoner BFF during an afternoon smoke sesh at the park.) 

What follows is a decidedly of-the-moment tale that looks at the stigma of singlehood and hook-
up culture through a refreshingly hyper-local lens. Written by Jones, who drew primarily from her 
own experiences in Vancouver’s dating scene, the film illustrates the trials of mating and dating 
in the swipe-right era—from mixed messages that leave you sexually frustrated to disastrous 
coffee dates to hopping into bed with your loser ex, only to regret the decision not even midway 
through the romp. It’s all depicted with such painful accuracy that you can’t help but cringe 
knowingly at the familiar subtleties. 

“There were definitely some lines in there that I felt had come out of my own mouth,” says 
Crouch. “It was incredibly relatable.” 

One particular scene sees Sam getting her self-love on after she leaves a midnight hangout at 
her crush’s place without even a peck. It’s a powerful sequence that’s presented not 
gratuitously, but rather to reveal a softer, if not completely natural, side of Sam—one that yearns 
for the tenderness of human touch, just like many of us might. 



Slotting into the category of commanding-but-seldom-seen is Vancouver itself, finally getting the 
chance to shine—really shine—on the big screen. Jones erases any lingering doubts about the 
film’s setting by trading in ambiguous skylines and snapshots of a battered Georgia Viaduct for a 
story line that not only walks viewers through some of the city’s most beloved ’hoods, but 
unabashedly works them into the dialogue, too. 

“I basically just picked places that I go to, and that I sit at, and that I spend time at myself,” the 
affable filmmaker explains, “and I think that created a very personal view of Vancouver, as 
opposed to the tourist view of, like, ‘We’re gonna give you the best skylines.’ No, I gave you the 
skyline that I saw every day in Kitsilano; that’s what I wanted to show.” 

Admittedly, FSM’s recognizable backdrop also has much to do with its budget. As a participant in 
Canadian producer Avi Federgreen’s INDIECAN 10K Challenge, Jones had only $10,000 to 
produce the film—though it’s safe to say that, even if she’d been afforded millions, she’d have 
spotlighted her hometown all the same. It comes down to one of the film’s most mesmerizing 
themes: intimacy—a feeling that’s bolstered by a predominantly Canadian soundtrack, which 
features an arsenal of local names like Jodi Pederson, Phil Woolf, and JP Maurice. 

Vancouver DJ Kasey Riot even appears as herself in the film, spinning her own beats after 
Crouch’s DJ Sam Beta leaves the podium. It’s one of many scenes in the hazy, neon-lit club, 
where the music is constantly pounding and the environment nothing short of celebratory and 
supportive. 

“I’m really proud of that,” says Jones, “not only did we make a film that’s from a female point of 
view that’s saying important things, but also that we represented a woman in electronic music 
on-screen positively.” 



Sam's alter-ego, DJ Sam Beta, portrays women in the local electronic dance scene in a positive light. 

If the sentiment sounds familiar, it is. In fact, Jones consciously chose to have Sam portrayed as 
a DJ within the electronic-dance-music biz, a profession that, like film, offers far fewer 
opportunities to women than it does to their male counterparts. This sorry state is confirmed by 
Crouch, when we inquire about what she’d like to see improved in the local film industry. 

“More women,” she answers almost immediately, adding that she’d love to see more money and 
support go toward smaller indie flicks as well. For Jones, it’s all about the hometown pride. 
“There’s a reason that American shows want to come up here and shoot,” she says. “But what if 
we just made films that take place in Kamloops or Prince George or Vancouver? It’d be really 
cool to see more of that.” 



Vancouverites at the very least will get to experience exactly this: more female roles and our 
cherished city exhibited in all its glory, once FSM comes to the Vancity Theatre this Saturday 
(April 16) and Monday (April 18) as part of Canadian Film Week. Eleven other films, includingThe 
Pass System, a documentary that traces Canada’s troubling treatment of First Nations, and B.C. 
filmmaker O. Corbin Saleken’s debut, Patterson’s Wager, a charming comedy about a man with 
precognitive abilities, will also be shown in the lead-up to National Canadian Film Day next 
Wednesday (April 20). 

It’s a big feat for a film that was made for pretty much peanuts and premiered less than six 
months ago at the Whistler Film Festival. “I don’t know what we were really expecting, because, 
you know, we’re such a little film,” Crouch says. “But the reaction has been so overwhelmingly 
positive. And everyone has been so nice that we’ve joked, especially in Whistler, that we couldn’t 
stop saying ‘Thank you’ enough to people, because people were  
being so lovely and saying such nice things.” 

“It’s a love letter to Vancouver,” adds Jones, “and it’s so nice that people will get to read that 
letter.” 

Canadian Fi lm Week runs from Saturday (Apri l  16) to next  Wednesday (Apri l  20) 
at  the Vancity  Theatre.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 Vancouver Sun, Apr 14, 2016 (reprinted in Vancouver Province, Canada.com, etc.) 
 

 
Vanessa Crouch plays Samantha in Melanie Jones' feature directorial  debut, FSM. It  wi l l  be screened at the 
VanCity Theatre on Apri l  16 and 18. S H A W N  S I E F E R T  

F S M  
Apri l  16 & 18 | Vancity Theatre  
Tickets:  v i f f .org  

FSM is an independent feature film made in Vancouver by writer/director 
Melanie Jones. 

The indie feature about a DJ named Samantha looking for love in all the 
wrong places premiered at the Whistler Film Festival and has screened at a 
number of other festivals in North America. In Vancouver, it was part of 
the Women in Film Festival in March and is screening again as part of 
Canadian Film Week. 

We talked to Jones, who along with cast members will be in attendance for 
both Vancity Theatre screenings, about drawing on her own experiences for 
the film, casting, and nude scenes.   

Q:  What personal experiences did you bring to the f i lm? Are you 
involved in the electronic music scene? 



A: I attended some events here in Vancouver. There is quite an active underground electronic music 
scene in the city, although you might not know about it because it’s truly underground. I’m interested in 
electronic music as well. And I was writing the script and I thought this was a great world to set the 
script in. I wanted the main character to be creative but I didn’t want her to be a filmmaker because 
that would have been a little too self-referential. So I started reaching out to some of the musicians in 
that community about producing music for the soundtrack. We managed in the film to be quite 
authentic, we shot in some of the real locations for these parties. Some of the DJs have cameos playing 
themselves. And then the other parts of the film, the dating, the balancing work/life and friendship, that 
was very much based on my personal experiences. 

Q: How did you f ind Vanessa Crouch, who plays Samantha, the lead? 
A: We were casting for the film for a long time, for two months. She has to carry the whole film, she’s in 
every scene. And we found Vanessa five days before principal photography. We spent all this time 
casting, I saw so many women for the role. I even offered it to a few people, and they turned it down for 
various reasons, probably because there’s quite a bit of nudity, and it’s an independent film. Did they 
want to go there? Maybe they didn’t. We managed to get in touch with Vanessa’s agent, we sent him the 
breakdown for the character and said “If you have anybody you think would be good for this role, if you 
could make a suggestion.” He sent us Vanessa, I met with her, and she was kind of perfect. In the end I 
was glad other people said no. She was Samantha. 
 
Q: How did you approach the nude and more expl ic it  scenes with the actors? 
A:  I was very transparent with what the purpose was for any scenes involving nudity or intimacy. I’m a 
female filmmaker. I have a point of view on the female body, and the female experience of sex. There’s 
lots of sex and nudity in films, but a lot of times it’s from a male director’s point of view and it was 
important to me that we address those things head on. Usually with actors, if you have a good, clear 
reason, they’re ready to go there with you. If your reasons are convoluted or not very good, that’s when 
they might question the motives.  
 
Q:  Have you been able to tour the festival  c ircuit  with FSM? 
A: We all got to go up to Whistler, Vanessa, Georgie (Daburas) who plays Liam, and Sean (Aiken) who 
plays Yodabestie, all four of us went up for the full festival. That was fantastic. We got to promote the 
film, do interviews, see tons of films. But we haven’t been able to go to any of the other international 
locations. The film showed in Texas at the end of February, and I wasn’t able to go, because the 
notification came quite late. It’s a bit of a trip to go so far. Then we had a screening in Vancouver, that 
one was easy and everyone could go to that. Then we have one coming up in May in Nice, France. I’m 
still trying to figure out if I can go to it. 
 
Q:  Would this be cal led a “microbudget” f i lm? 
A: I think in the industry they would call this a “no-budget film.” Our cast budget was $10,000, for a 
feature, which is peanuts. It was crowdfunded, so we were able to pull from our community. That was 
for things like food, and hard drives, and truck rental. But then we had sponsors. Because we were 
selected through IndieCan10K (a Canada-wide initiative aimed at helping first-time  filmmakers), with 
that came a bunch of sponsors. The sponsorship was many more tens of thousands of dollars’ worth of 
stuff. If we didn’t have that, the film wouldn’t have happened. 
 



 
Vanessa Crouch plays an underground DJ in Melanie Jones’ FSM, screening at this year’s Vancouver 
International Women in Fi lm Festival,  which runs March 8 to 13 at the Vancity Theatre. 
 
Q:  Your parents are musicians, is  that r ight? 
A:  My dad was a jazz musician, then he taught band for many years. When you’re a creative person, 
then you have kids, you have to figure out how to pay the bills. My mom was an opera singer, then she 
taught some elementary school, and music, and theatre. I’m following in their footsteps, because I’m a 
teacher now as well. I teach sculpture and extended media at the University of Fraser Valley in 
Abbotsford. Extended media covers film, video, performance, et cetera. 
 
Q: Do you have other scripts that are f in ished and ready to shoot? 
A:  I have two other feature scripts. I’m working on funding applications for one to try and shoot next 
year. The other one is the type of film that’s quite big-budget, and I know I won’t be able to get to make 
it in the next couple of years. So I’m just working on it slowly, really polishing it. It’s a sci-fi project, 
something I would hopefully do in the next five years. The one I’m pursuing funding for now is 
a wilderness thriller to be shot in B.C. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Reel West Magazine, “Behind the Scenes on Shooting the Scenes for Six WFF Features” (Feature on 
Cinematographer Shawn Seifert) Winter 2015/2016 Issue. 
https://issuu.com/reelwest/docs/rw_winter2015_web/24?utm_source=hootsuite 

 
 



 
 
 
 
 



Reel West Magazine, “Melanie Jones Conquers the 10K Challenge” (Production Diary) Winter 
2015/2016 Issue. 
https://issuu.com/reelwest/docs/rw_winter2015_web/24?utm_source=hootsuite 

 



 
 



 



 
FSM ON “MUST-SEE” or “TOP PICKS” LISTS 
 

 
Entertainment Picks of the Week: “4 things to do in Vancouver: Apr 14-20” 
 
1. Last call for “The Crawl” as venerable Celtic folk rock band Spirit of the West performs one last time at the 
Commodore April 14, 15 and 16. No doubt jigs will be danced and tears will be shed by fans and band members alike 
as the group bids farewell after a 30-plus-year career. In 2013, frontman John Mann was diagnosed with early onset 
Alzheimer’s disease, and last year the band announced it would be playing its final shows at the Commodore where 
they have performed close to 50 times. Tickets at ticketmaster.ca.   
 
2.  Carousel Theatre for Young People sticks to the “Bare Necessities” with Tracey Power’s adaptation of Rudyard 
Kipling’s The Jungle Book. Things get wild April 17 to May 1 at Granville Island’s Waterfront Theatre. Details 
at carouseltheatre.ca. 

3. Vancity Theatre hosts Canadian Film Week, Apri l  15 to 21, celebrating Canadian f i lmmaking past 
and present,  including Melanie M. Jones’s wry comedy, FSM,  about a Vancouver DJ looking for love. 
Detai ls and show t imes at v iff .org.  

 
 
 
4 .  Crafty and dependable Toronto-by-way-of-Halifax rock outfit Sloan marks the 20th anniversary of its 
breakthrough album One Chord to Another  with a show at the Imperial, April 20. Man, are we old. Tickets at Red 
Cat and all Ticketmaster outlets. 

 
 
 



 
Hollywomen, “11 Features and Docs to Watch at VIWIFF” March 2016 
http://hollywomen.com/vancouver-fest-2016-features/ 
 

 
 
FEATURE FILMS  
 
Adrien (Le Garagiste) 
Directed, Written & Edited by Renée Beaulieu 
Adrien runs a garage in a small Quebec town. He needs a new kidney, but that won’t be happening any time soon. 
Through the recurring cycles of dialysis and ebbing energy, he quietly struggles to balance his work and marriage. 
Wednesday, March 9th at 6:00 PM – Filmmaker in attendance 
 
Brides (Patardzlebi)  
Director: Tinatin Kajrishvili 
Nutsa, a young mother, lives with her two children in the suburbs of Tblisi in Georgia. Her partner Goga is in prison. 
They, along with other prison couples, must “officially” marry to gain visiting rights. But the routine of prison visits 
begins to change the meaning of their separated lives. 
Saturday March 12th at 8:30 PM 
 
Cafe Derby 
Director: Lenny Van Wesemael 
Nothing is as contagious as enthusiasm. George is overwhelmed by his idea to rent the Café Derby to make money 
during the Pope’s visit to Belgium for a mass in a nearby field. His wife and five children abandon their initial 
reluctance, and decide to help. They are convinced there’s a small fortune to be made. 
Tuesday March 8th at 7:00 PM 
 
Crushed 
Directed & Written by Megan Riakos 
A young woman returns home to her family vineyard after her father dies in an accident on the winery. But when his 
death is ruled a murder and her mother becomes the prime suspect she must uncover the truth. 
Friday March 11th at 6:30 PM – Filmmaker in attendance 
 
End of Days, Inc.  
Director: Jennifer Liao 
A group of laid-off workers bribed into working one last night discover that processing the last of their “inventory” will 
lead to cataclysmic consequences. 
Friday March 11th at 9:30 PM – Filmmaker in attendance 



 
FSM 
Directed & Written by Melanie M. Jones 
Samantha, a talented and up-and-coming underground DJ in Vancouver, experiences alienation and isolation, despite 
the progressively integrated world of music, computers, telephones and social media in which she lives. Confined to a 
small group of friends and disillusioned with online dating, she seeks a meaningful connection. 
Thursday March 10th at 8:30 PM – Filmmaker in Attendance 
 

 
 
Kinderwald 
Director: Lise Raven 
A quietly lyrical film filled with genuine suspense, Kinderwald is set in 1854 Pennsylvania. Flora, her two children and 
her dead husband’s brother, John, have arrived to homestead. When the young boys disappear without a trace, the 
neighbouring community first helps, seeking them in the surrounding landscape. However, it isn’t long before 
suspicions arise, and the young couple must search for the boys alone. 
Saturday March 12th at 6:00 PM – Filmmaker in attendance 
 
The Birdwatcher 
Director: Siobhan Devine 
Hit with a diagnosis of cancer, Saffron wants to ensure the well-being of her children. With a lack of reliable friends and 
a deadbeat ex-boyfriend, she resorts to her last hope – finding her biological mother. 
Thursday March 10th at 8:30 PM – Filmmaker in Attendance  
 
DOCUMENTARIES 
 
Gir l  From God’s Country 
Directed & Produced by Karen Day 
An important pioneer, Nell Shipman challenged what it was to be both a woman and a filmmaker in the early 20th 
century. Leaving the safety of the Hollywood studios, she ventured into the wilderness to make stories of her own. While 
in Idaho she wrote, produced, directed, and starred in at least 25 independent silent films. And yet, she is now all but 
forgotten. 
Tuesday March 8th at 2:00 PM – followed by a panel discussion with special guests – Filmmaker in attendance 
 
Bearded Ladies – The Photography of Rosamond Norbury 



Directed & shot by Sharon McGowan 
Bearded Ladies is an engaged and engaging documentary about Rosamond Norbury, a self-described “omnisexual” 
Vancouver photographer who explores gender and identity with a playful stance. 
Wednesday March 9th at 3:30 PM – Filmmaker in attendance 
 
When Giants Fal l  
Director: Leslie Griffith 
Witness the magnificence of the African elephant and experience the gentle souls that lie within their awesome grey 
bulk. They roamed all of Africa a century ago, but now are left with tiny parcels of land and nowhere to run as they face 
extinction. These charismatic giants are under constant threat by fierce and unrelenting human predators from the 
worldwide yet illegal ivory trade. 
Sunday March 13th at 3:00 PM – Followed by a moderated discussion with special guests- Filmmaker in attendance 
 
 
 
Vancouver Sun, “Five Reasons to see VIWIFF” Mar 2016  
http://www.vancouversun.com/entertainment/movie-
guide/Five+reasons+Vancouver+International+Women+Film+Festival/11757398/story.html 
 

  
  

Vancouver International Women in Film Festival 
March 8 to 13 | Vancity Theatre 
Tickets/info: viff.org and womeninfilm.ca 
 
1. FSM. Melanie Jones’ FSM is a Vancouver-shot film with that follows the romantic travails of an underground DJ 
played by Vanessa Crouch. The March 10 screening is paired with Rock the Box, a short film by former Vancouver Sun 
movie critic Katherine Monk. 
 
2. Café Derby. Coinciding with International Women’s Day (March 8), the festival’s opening night features the Canadian 
premiere of Café Derby. The first feature from Belgian director Lenny Van Wesemael, it’s a comedy about a man who, 
convinced there’s money to be made, rents a café during the Pope’s visit to Belgium, and has his family help out. The 
screening will be followed by a Skype Q&A with the filmmaker 
 
3. Kinderwald. Directed by Slamdance Film Festival co-founder Lise Raven, Kinderwald is a missing kids flick set in 
1854 Pennsylvania. Variety calls it “a visually lovely piece.” 
 



4. Girl from God’s Country. This documentary examines the life of Nell Shipman, a silent film-era director who made at 
least 25 independent films, many in Idaho. Her Idaho films include scenes of dogsledding, groundbreaking nude 
scenes and images of Shipman embracing animals like bears and cougars. 
 
5. When Giants Fall. Another doc, this one looks at the plight of African elephants facing extinction because of ivory 
poachers. The March 13 screening will be followed by a discussion with special guests from wildlife conservation and 
ecology organizations. Discussions, master classes, an awards gala, guest filmmakers, artist talks, short films and more 
are part of the 11th annual festival. 
 
© Copyright (c) The Vancouver Sun 
 
(reprinted in The Edmonton Journal and The National Post) :   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
This is a Spoon Blog, “Top 15 People to Watch from the Whistler Fi lm Festival,” Dec 
2015. 
http://www.thisisaspoon.com/stories/2015/12/8/top-15-people-to-watch-from-whistler-2015-from-the-pov-of-a-
filmmaker 



 
 
Last year was my first year attending the whole Whistler Film Festival. It was an absolute blast but because it was the 
world premiere of my first narrative feature film “Shooting The Musical” (originally titled “After Film School), it didn’t 
leave me with much time to actually watch movies. This year I decided to come back as a cheerleader. I saw as many 
films as I physically could, both features & shorts. I didn’t see all the films I wanted to see but out of those I saw, I 
decided to make a list of the people who managed to blow me away. I decided not to add producers onto this list, but 
know in my heart if you are a producer on any of these projects you are a part of this list. Whistler only hands out a 
small number of awards and I feel more people deserve to be recognized so if you didn’t win anything, this is your shitty 
consolation prize. 
 
LIST IS IN ORDER OF FILMS SCREENED 
 
1. Jeremy Lalonde - Writer/Director (How to Plan an Orgy in a Small Town - Feature Film) 
 It’s a scary thing going to a film by someone you like as a person. For me I’m a terrible liar so if a friend makes a shitty 
film it causes major social anxiety for me when I talk to them after the film… Luckily, I didn’t have to deal with that 
because Jeremy Lalonde’s new film just knocked it out of the park. I haven’t seen many sex comedies come out of 
Canada but for Jeremy this was his follow up film to “Sex After Kids” and it was even better. This film was funny, sexy 
and a huge crowd pleaser. If this film plays at a theatre near you, go see it! I’m sure it’s a fun film to watch on your own 
but it is a great film to see with an audience. Congrats Jeremy, you’ve raised the bar, no pressure on your next film. 
Still of Ennis Esmer in Red Oaks (2014) 
STILL OF ENNIS ESMER IN RED OAKS (2014) 
 
2. Ennis Esmer - Actor (How to Plan an Orgy in a Small Town - feature film) 
I know most of the people on this list are up and coming, but every time I ever see Ennis Esmer in anything I fall in love 
all over again. Plain and simple, he is always funny, sympathetic and filled with charisma. The first time I saw him was 
his role in Young People Fucking, and now it is great to see him go back to sex comedy. Also I'm sucking up because he 
is one of the Canadian actors I've always wanted to work with.  
 
3. Melanie M. Jones - Writer/Director (FSM - Feature Film) 
FSM is the film that took me off guard. I walked into what I felt was going to be a cliché low budget film about dating by 
a writer/director I have never heard of. I will be honest, I was there because I love the actor Chris Walters (who plays a 
small but crucial role in the film). BUT HOLY FUCKING SHIT did this film blow my expectations out of the water. The best 
word to describe this film is “cool”––I know it sounds like a terrible descriptive word but the film is a perfect storm of 
interestingly directed scenes, beautifully shot cinematography and badass editing with the coolest soundtrack in the 
world. I had to turn to the guy next to me and say “This movie is so fucking cool,” at least 20 times times throughout the 
film. Seriously if you get the chance to watch it, do so. Most notably, this film has the best female masturbation scene I 
have ever seen depicted on screen. Not because it was oversexualized but because it beautifully juxtaposed the images 
in the character's head with a very tasteful but sensually shot scene of the lead character masturbating. Perfectly 
directed scene. 
 
4. Paolo Kalalo - Editor (FSM - feature film) 
As soon as FSM ended myself and the filmmakers I was with were all dying to find out who edited this film. It’s rare that 
an editor gets credit for a film, it generally only happens if they do something brilliant, something unique or they fuck up 
terribly. Paolo did everything but fuck up, the editing was one of the biggest stars of FSM and is surprising that this was 
Paolo’s first feature film. If he doesn’t win the Leo for best editing or at least get nominated I will publicly denounce the 



Leo awards and make my own awards ceremony. A job like that deserves recognition. I can’t begin to describe his 
editing style, it's just mesmerizing. But if you get the pleasure of seeing FSM you will agree. 
 
5. Shawn Seifert - Cinematographer (FSM- feature film) 
I had seen a few things that Shawn Seifert has DP’d before: Suspension, The Magic Ferret, Riverdale and a bunch of 
others pieces. But from what I’ve seen I’d say this is his best work yet. FSM was a beautifully shot film that looks like it 
was made for at least a million bucks and a lot of that credit goes to Shawn. The party scenes were beautiful, the sex 
scenes were beautiful, even scenes where the star is sitting on the couch eating pizza are beautiful. FSM had the best 
cinematography out of all the features I saw at the festival, and Shaun Seifert deserves to be recognized. 
 
6. Vanessa Crouch - Lead Actor (FSM-Feature film) 
Vanessa is the star of FSM. Plain and simple, it is impossible not to fall in love with the Australian born actor. She was 
the perfect sympathetic hero of the film and stole the show. So many of the scenes dealt with very tough subject matter 
for an actor to depict but she did it beautifully in a way that made you want to root for her. Most actors aren’t brave 
enough to do the scenes she did but the film gave such a wonderful insight into female sexuality because of these 
brave scenes. The Vancouver film establishment generally doesn’t give film awards or nominations to non-union actors, 
so something tells me Vanessa won't get the acknowledgement that she deserves. I’m tired of this union vs. nonunion 
“us vs. them” mentality. The Vancouver film industry needs to work on supporting and acknowledging all up and coming 
actors. So the good ones stop leaving… Bruce Novakowski is the perfect case study of this, future movie star (non-
union) scooped up by Toronto. Don’t let Vanessa Crouch be the next to do the jump. 
 
7. Sol Friedman -Director (Bacon & God’s wrath) 
Sol directed one of the most memorable documentary shorts I’ve ever seen about a 90 year old woman whose curiosity 
with the Internet has converted her from a kosher jew to an atheist. The short ends with her trying bacon for the first 
time and I can’t stop telling people how great this film is. I can’t wait for this short film to be public so I can start sharing 
it with people. 
 
8. Alex Tindal - Actor (Stake-Short Film) 
Alex was genuine and down to earth in Stake. Stake has a similar feel to “Before Midnight” as two old high school 
friends catch up while Alex’s character's daughter is at school. What made this short so effective was the acting that 
made the audience feel like a fly on the wall. Sure the story was simple, but the execution was beautiful and Alex really 
popped off the screen. 
 
9. Rhian Rees - Actor (Rehearsal-Feature Film) 
A star is born… And she is a british beekeeper living in Los Angeles. The Rehearsal is a story about a British theatre 
director who is forced to have a Hollywood action star in a Chekhov play. Rhian plays the main supporting female actor 
in the film and she is a star, plain and simple. Originally she auditioned to play a two liner role but director Carl Bessai 
could see her potential in the room and cast her as one of the main leads.  She is someone I hope to see more of. You 
can be a part of her modest Instagram following if you follow @keepsbees. She also happens to be one of the most 
genuine human beings I’ve had to pleasure to briefly meet. 
 
10. Sage Brocklebank - (Suspension)  
When you watch Suspension there is one scene that is burnt into everyone's memory permanently and that is Deputy 
Jacobs (played by Sage) attempting to remove bullets from a man he just killed to cover up the murder. The scene is 
way too long, way too gory, but completely hilarious because of Sage’s performance. He isn’t the biggest character in 
the film, but that scene is just the best part of the movie. And as it turns out, I’m not alone in my views. He is going to 
be cast as the same character in an upcoming feature called “Puppet Killer” that is shooting this month. 
 
11. Steven McCarthy -Writer/Director/Star (O Negative-Short Film)  
O Negative is one of the most interesting short films I’ve ever seen. It probably has 2 lines of dialogue and it is a 
mysterious film that reveals information in a way that always leaves the audience hungry to find out more. This is 
Steven’s first directed/written film and I can’t wait wait to see what he does next. I really don’t want to spoil anything in 
this film so go watch it if you get the opportunity. It won't disappoint. 
 
12. Lauren Donnelly (Vehicular Romanticide- Short Film)  
I feel like an idiot for casting Lauren for such a small role in my last film. I wish I saw the full potential like director 
Andrew Rowe did. 95% of the movie is just Lauren talking to an unconscious body and she kills it. Everyone in the 
audience was blown away by the film, Lauren played a perfect psychopathic desperate girl who just wants love. If there 
was a god she should be cleaning up acting awards for this film, it’s one of the most complex characters I’ve seen in a 
short film and I really hope she is recognized for it. But alas, she is non-union and Vancouver rarely has the spine to 



promote non-union talent. Lauren is one of the best up and coming actors in Vancouver, she does a lot of film, a lot of 
theatre, and I really hope people see this film so she can break out.    
 
13. Andrew Rowe- Director/Writer (Vehicular Romanticide) 
This is the only film I’ve seen that Andrew has directed and it's freaking amazing. The film is 17 minutes long but it feels 
like 8. It was stylized as an 80s film and start to finish, it was mesmerizing. This film was the MPPIA short film pitch 
award winner last year and I feel sorry for the next recipients who have to to live up to this film. The bar has been set 
high. 
 
14. Steve Utaski - Writer/Director (Opt Out) 
This film is a short and sweet 3-minute YouTube style comedy but it was awesome and needs a shout out. The film just 
follows a guy attempting to go through the process of unsubscribing to junk email. Somehow it left the audience roaring 
and I can’t wait to see what other films Steve has up his sleeve. 
 
15. Lawrence Le Lam Writer/Director/Editor (The Blue Jet-Short Film) 
This film rocks. Yes, it won the best student film at the festival but I still feel like it needs to be recognized more. The 
story is about a rebellious radio DJ who had the balls to play forbidden rock n’ roll in 1970’s Taiwan. It’s sort of like 
Pirate Radio but awesome for completely different reasons. This is the best film I’ve seen come out of Emily Carr and it 
has converted me to a big Lawrence Lam fan. In a culture where we tend to continuously draw attention to the lack of 
female representation in film it’s important to note that Asian representation in film is horribly underrepresented in 
North America. To know that some of my best friends didn’t have people on screen they could identify with saddens me, 
and I hope Lawrence will become one of the leaders in the next generation of Asian filmmakers. He is a perfectionist 
filmmaker that I am proud that I got to meet him before he makes it big. 
 
 
The Province, “BEST OF BC” Dec 2015 
http://www.theprovince.com/entertainment/movie-
guide/from+hollywood+hype+hometown+heroes+whistler+film+festival+mountain+town/11557670
/story.html 
 

 



 
WHISTLER FILM FESTIVAL 
Where: Various venues around Whistler 
When: Wednesday to Sunday, Dec. 2 to 6 
Tickets and Info: WhistlerFilmFestival.com 
 
One of the great things about the Whistler Film Festival is the balance it strikes in its programming. On the list of 46 
features, you’ll find movies with Oscar buzz, such as Carol and Trumbo, as well as wonderful independent Canadian 
offerings, such as The Birdwatcher and FSM. 
 
“Those (Hollywood) films kind of generate the easiest ticket sales and, to some extent, they help subsidize the 
Canadian films,” said Paul Gratton, who is in his fourth year programming the WFF. 
 
Carol, the Todd Haynes movie that stars Cate Blanchett and Rooney Mara as lovers, opens the festival with a ton of 
hype, including a best actress win for Mara at the Cannes Film Festival. The screening in Whistler, in fact, marks Carol’s 
Canadian debut. It will go into wide release later in December. 
 
“That one is perfect for us,” Gratton said of Carol, adding that because the WFF falls near the end of the year, it needs 
to include movies that are released late. While Whistler itself has grown in size since the WFF started back in 2001 (it 
now has a Gap store, for goodness sake), it’s still a mountain town with mountain energy. 
 
“There’s a very distinct sort of hot-tub vibe about the Whistler Film Festival,” said Gratton. “There’s a lot of youthful 
energy from all the filmmakers that come up here.” 
 
According to Gratton, about 400 people connected directly to the films will be up at Whistler enjoying all that WFF has 
to offer. Among them will be Siobhan Devine, who directed the B.C. film The Birdwatcher. Also on this year’s WFF slate 
are a few special events, including honours for actors Robert Carlyle, Kiefer Sutherland and Bruce Greenwood. 
 
BEST OF B.C. AT THE FEST 
 
The Whistler Film Festival is once again offering up a solid program, with 89 films (including shorts) in the lineup. If 
you’re planning on heading for the hills to watch some movies this week, why not begin by supporting B.C. filmmakers? 
Here are three worth checking out: FSM: Writer-director Melanie Jones’s first feature-length film follows the love life of a 
Vancouver DJ named Samantha (Vanessa Crouch), and boasts a very local soundtrack as well.Paterson’s Wager: 
Written and directed by O. Corbin Saleken, this funny little film stars Fred Ewanuick (remember him from Corner Gas?) 
as a regular guy who discovers he has an extraordinary power — he can see a few minutes into the future. And, yes, he 
does go to a casino.When Elephants Were Young: Patricia Sims travels to Thailand for this documentary that examines 
the relationship between captured elephants and the impoverished people who rely on them to toil in the fields or help 
them beg. 
 
dgee@theprovince.com 
twitter.com/dana_gee 
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efi lmcrit ic, “Whistler Fi lm Festival Preview Guide – Top Pick” Nov 2015 
http://www.efilmcritic.com/feature.php?feature=3871 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



The Georgia Straight, “FSM Swipes Hookup Culture,” Adrian Mack. Nov 2015 
http://www.straight.com/movies/585486/fsm-swipes-hook-culture 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 



INTERVIEWS 
 
Whistler Film Festival “Meet the Artists.” Dec 2015 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=EmOfcmK8CLk 
 

 
 
Glass City “Vancouver Filmmaker’s $10K Feature Film Debut to Highlight Local DJ’s” 2014 
http://glasscity.ca/2014/07/12/vancouver-filmmakers-10k-feature-film-debut-to-highlight-local-
djs/ 
 

 



 
Arts et culture 
La comédienne Jessica Heafey et le film FSM 
http://ici .radio-canada.ca/emissions/phare_ouest/2015-
2016/chronique.asp?idChronique=403703 
Le mercredi 13 avril 2016 

 

la comédienne Jessica Heafey     Photo : ICI RADIO-CANADA 

Le film FSM de Mélanie Jones dans lequel on peut voir la comédienne Jessica Heafey est présenté cette 
semaine à Vancity, à Vancouver, dans le cadre de la semaine consacrée aux films canadiens. Entrevue 
avec Jessica Heafey qui joue des rôles tant en anglais qu'en français. 
 
 
CiTR, International Women’s Day March 8, 2016 – Director Melanie Jones 
http://www.citr.ca/radio/the-morning-after-show/episode/20160308/ 
Interview is from 0:55:30-1:04:30 

 
 
 
 
 
The Cascade, Mar 2015, Interview with Melanie Jones 
https://issuu.com/the-cascade/docs/the_cascade_vol_24_no_9/11?e=4567374/34201104 

 



 
 

 
Hollywood North Magazine, March 2015, Interview with Melanie Jones 
http://hnmag.ca/exclusive/exclusive-fsm-a-film-by-melanie-jones-with-video/ 
 

FSM was Melanie Jones’ first feature film. It sold out at the VIWFF earlier this 

month. This was its third premiere. 

The story centers around a female deejay dealing with today’s online dating and 

pressures from society to conform to its expectations. 

It also deals with friendship, sex and music. 

I caught up with Melanie to ask her about its inception. 

“This was the second feature I wrote but the first I produced. It couldn’t have happened if it weren’t for the 

Indiecan 10K Challenge. Winning it awarded me sponsors and mentors as well as assistance through 

casting agencies, equipment from William F. White, help in post and access to executive producers for 

guidance.” 

“How long did it take you to write the script?” 



“I wrote the first draft in 38 days. I sent it in and I won! Pre-production took two months, we shot for 12 days 

and post took approximately nine months.” 

One of Melanie’s sponsors were Indiegogo. They raised $11,000 through them. The approximate cost of the 

entire film including sponsors was $100,000. 

“We had a crew of 50-60 people and a cast of over 40. The only thing we had to pay for was food, wardrobe, 

set and props. It will be screening at VanCity on April 16 and the 18th.” 

Melanie graduated from film school in 2006 and has been making short films since. 

“The best part of filmmaking is being on set. It’s my dream life.” 

 

 
 
The Cascade, Dec 2015, Interview with Melanie Jones 
 

 
 
 



 

 
efi lmcrit ic, Nov 2015, Interview with Melanie Jones 
http://www.efilmcritic.com/feature.php?feature=3874& 
 
Whistler Fi lm Festival 2015 Interview: FSM Director Melanie Jones 
by Jason Whyte 
 
"FSM is about a woman not wanting to conform to traditional ideals about love and relationships, yet still bound by the 
universal need we all have for love. The film explores male/female friendships, hook-up culture, online dating, and the 
underground DJ scene in Vancouver through the eyes of its main character, Samantha (Vanessa Crouch). The eclectic 
soundtrack features Canadian musicians and DJ’s, ten of whom are Vancouver-based." Director Melanie M. Jones on 
her film FSM which screens at the 2015 edition of the Whistler Film Festival. 
 
I  am excited to have FSM world premiere as part of the 15th Anniversary at Whist ler!  Is this your 
f irst  WFF experience and are you going to be here for your shows? 
 
This is my first time at Whistler Film Festival. I will definitely be attending both screenings and I can't wait to watch the 
film with an audience! I'm participating in my first panel as well, entitled "Getting Reel With Women in Film". I will also 
be attending films; several fellow Alumni of WIDC (Women In The Director's Chair) are showing films this year. I'm 
working really hard to pitch and find funding for my next feature, which is a drama currently titled TARP. 
 
Glad to hear you are coming up to Whistler as well  as part ic ipating in a lot of what of the festival 
has to offer.  I  was wondering if  you could tel l  me about how you got your start  and your previous 
work? 
 
I started out as an artist; really traditional sculpture and painting and later, installation art. Then I decided to go to film 
school and it changed everything for me. I really discovered what kind of creative person I wanted to be and that was a 
collaborator. I love working with other people to achieve something so film just felt like coming home. I graduated from 
film school at Langara College nine years ago and in that time I have directed twelve short films, and produced and 
worked on tons of peer projects like short films, features and so forth as a crew member, usually in the art department. 
I have done several genres like comedy, drama, horror, noir and documentary. One of the films I am most proud of is a 
short drama called REST STOP. It played on Air Canada's in-flight entertainment system. I didn't even know about it until 
a friend took a flight and told me she watched my film on the plane at 18,000 feet! 
 
So with al l  of that,  how did the feature f i lm FSM come about for you? 
 
The short answer is that I myself found it nearly impossible to have a satisfying dating life in Vancouver. So I wrote what 
I knew and then made a film about it. And now the long answer. About three and a half years ago I wrote my first 
feature, which is actually a sci-fi project. I work-shopped it at the Women in The Director's Chair program and realized 
that it was probably going to take me at least ten years or more to get that project off the ground. So I decided to write 
something that would be more feasible, more immediate to shoot, and something low-budget. I drew from my own 
experiences to make something that was contemporary and relevant, themes that I had a deep connection to but that 
could be done through a "talking heads" approach, versus big action set pieces with stunts or things that would be 
impossible to pull off without a big budget. I had planned to make it small enough I could shoot it on weekends with 
friends and in locations I had access to. Then the Indiecan10K Challenge came along and I initially just used it to 
motivate myself to finish the script on a deadline. I had no idea I would actually get chosen! I wrote the script in an 
intense burst; it took about a month, writing every day. And then suddenly I was selected as the BC winner and it was 
like, "Oh! We're making the movie now?" Winning the challenge came with mentors and sponsors but we still had to 
raise the cash budget. It was very intense and the schedule was brutal. We were crowd-funding while I was doing 
rewrites AND casting/in pre-production. From writing the first page of the script to completion, the film took about 16 
months. 
 



So with al l  that passion and drive behind you to make this movie, What keeps you going while 
making a movie? And how much coffee/sugar/tea? 
 
I refer to being on set as "taking a temporary vacation into my dream life." There is no place that makes me happier 
than being on set, working with actors and crew to create. So I suppose I mostly run on the pure joy and creative 
exhilaration of the process of filmmaking! I also drink a lot of black tea. 
 
So with al l  of that black tea in you,  what was your biggest challenge with making this movie, and the 
moment where you knew you had something? 
 
The most obvious challenge was making the film for just $10,000. It affects everything from the number of shooting 
days, size of the crew, locations, wardrobe, etc. And crowd-funding is HARD. However, I think limitations make for better 
creative opportunities, so my challenge was more about staying true to the vision I had for the film, for the story I 
wanted to tell within these external limits and the pressure of making your first feature. Big ideas don't always work on 
a small budget but the core of the story made it through the gauntlet and I am extremely proud of that. 
 
I’m about to get al l  tech on you, but I  would love to know about the visual design of the movie, your 
relat ionship to the director of photography and how the movie was photographed! 
 
I had very clear ideas about the look of the film and myself and my DOP, Shawn Seifert worked together to realize the 
vision. He was an absolute genius at figuring out how to get what we needed, sometimes with one or even NO lights 
and/or just a bounce board and the right lens. A lot of the scenes in the film are two-handers and I personally like to 
shoot two-shots, to allow the conversations to feel natural and real and to give the actors room to breathe the scene. 
Shawn suggested angles and perspectives that would allow me to use my beloved two-shots without them getting 
redundant or boring within the timeline of the film. I really wanted to showcase Vancouver and locations that I feel a lot 
of love for in the city, so the shots were also designed to bring the world to the audience, just as much as it brings them 
the characters and the story.  
 
What are you looking forward to the most about showing your movie in Whist ler? 
 
The most exciting part about screening the film in Whistler is being able to have our World Premiere so close to home. 
Seeing the film with an audience for the first time is thrilling of course, but knowing that at least a few of those seats 
are filled by people who really care about us and the film...it's a wonderful feeling. I am also really proud to show my film 
at a festival that is so supportive of female filmmakers.  
 
So after the f i lm has its world premiere in Whistler,  where is the f i lm going to show next? Anywhere 
you would l ike it  to show? 
 
We don't have any screenings lined up yet. But feelers are out to a lot of festivals. It would be a dream to see it play at 
Slamdance. I think it's absolutely our audience. Of course, I would love to have a Vancouver showing, perhaps a more 
extended run, since it is a Vancouver film. 
 
With a Vancouver screening in mind, I f  you could show this movie in any cinema in the world, 
Vancouver or worldwide, which one would you choose and why? 
 
There are lots of impressive theatres around the world that it would be fabulous to show the film at, but in my heart of 
hearts I would love to show it at The Rio in East Van. What can I say? It's a Vancouver film, I live in East Van and I want it 
to come home. 
 
Good answer! What is the ONE THING you would say to someone who is wanting to get into the 
f i lmmaking business as a piece of advice? 
 
Figure out what you love to do, find some people who love it too and MAKE IT together. Don't wait for anyone to give you 
permission. 
 
And f inal ly  what is your al l  t ime favorite movie? 
 
I don't have a single favorite movie. I am a gigantic nerd so LORD OF THE RINGS is near the top of the list. Actually 
watching the behind the scenes of those films made me decide to go to film school in the first place. I love how 
homegrown Peter Jackson's entire process is, his approach to keeping the work local and building his industry up from 
the inside. It's very inspiring. 



 

 
efi lmcrit ic, Nov 2015, Interview with Georgie Daburas. 
http://www.efilmcritic.com/feature.php?feature=3881& 
 
Whistler Fi lm Festival 2015 Interview: FSM actor Georgie Daburas 
by Jason Whyte 
 
"Another great first film from the 10k Indiecan challenge, this one focuses on the love life of a Vancouver-based female 
DJ. She may live in a world of all-night raves and ecstasy induced expressions of affection, but Samantha (Vanessa 
Crouch) is having a very hard time finding the right person to connect with. As the film's tagline says: "Vinyl is dead, and 
so is Samantha's love life". I play Liam in the movie." Georgie Daburas on the film FSM which screens at the 2015 
Whistler Film Festival. 
 
I  am excited to have you as part of the 15th Anniversary at Whist ler!  Is this your f irst  t ime here? 
 
I am very excited to be a part of it. This is my first time at the Whistler Film Festival and I intend on attending both our 
screenings. I also want to watch as many of the other wonderful films in the festival as I can. 
 
What is i t  about Whistler,  either the festival or the town itself ,  that excites you the most? 
 
Being a part of an event where so many creative artists and filmmakers from all over the world come together to 
celebrate and share their art and hard work is what excites me the most. And the fact that it's in Whistler makes it even 
more exciting. It's one of the most beautiful places I have ever been in. 
 
Talk to me a bit  about how you got your start and your previous movies. 
 
I moved from Greece to Canada to pursue my dream. Having no experience whatsoever in acting, I attended the full-
time acting program at the William Davis Centre at Vanarts. There, I fell in love with the process and the passion that all 
my teachers, and especially Chilton Crane, were so generous to share with me. I have not stopped training and working 
at my craft ever since. Some of my previous projects include a variety of indie short films, a hit web-series HITMAN 101 
and roles in TV shows such as Human Target and Supernatural. The past couple of years I was blessed to work on lead 
roles in indie feature films such as A BITTER LIME and RED ISLAND. Projects that have allowed me to travel to LA, 
Guyana, and France as part of the experience! 
 
So how did you become involved with the great FSM? 
 
One word. Melanie [Jones]! She is an inspiring artist and a beautiful filmmaker. Her love and passion to tell great stories 
brought together a phenomenal team of like-minded artists that were willing to offer their heart and soul in order to 
bring this beautiful story to life. 
 
What keeps you going while making a movie? What drives you? How much coffee? 
 
Coffee is definitely my liquid poison of preference. But the fuel that drives me is the collective creativity. People working 
together, contributing their passion and art with a common goal. To grow, inspire, be inspired, and help bring out the 
best out of one another in order to bring the "maestro's" vision to life with absolute honesty. 
 
What was your personal biggest challenge with FSM, and the moment where you knew you had 
something? 
 
The moment I knew there was something special was when I finished reading the script. There was so much life 
jumping off the page. So much truth, love and struggle. I knew immediately  
that I was lucky to be part of this journey Melanie would take us on. 
 



What are you looking forward to the most about showing your movie in Whistler? 
 
To watch it, really. I intentionally avoided watching the film, so I could share the experience as an audience with an 
audience for the first time. 
 
I f  you could show this movie in any cinema in the world,  which one would you choose and why? 
 
Definitely in New York, because I have never been there and it would be the perfect excuse to travel. 
 
What would you say or do to someone who was being disruptive at a screening you were attending? 
 
Please don't do that! It's disrespectful to the audience trying to enjoy a movie and disrespectful to all the people that 
worked really hard to bring this film to life. 
 
What is the ONE THING you would say to someone who is wanting to get into the f i lmmaking 
business as a piece of advice? 
 
Do it only if you love it! If you can't imagine yourself doing anything else for the rest of your life. 
 
And f inal ly ,  what is your al l  t ime favorite movie? 
 
Oh my god there's so many. Okay, I have to say the first MATRIX movie! It's a mind-blowing script full of genius 
metaphors and a film that I never get tired of watching. 
 

 
 
Be sure not to miss the #WFF15 world premiere of FSM on Saturday, December 5th, 4:30pm at Village 8 Cinemas...the 
latter show of which yours truly will be hosting Melanie Jones, Georgie & cast for a Q&A! 
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Northern Stars,“Vancity Celebrates Canadian Film Week” March 2016 link 
Westender,“News Briefs: National Film Day” Mar 2016 link 
International Movie Poster Awards, Mar 2016 link 
Reel West,  “Celluloid Social Club: The Blue Jet (and others) screening” Mar 2016 link 
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